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CAST YOUR LOT WITH 
Actcstadrat 


In these trying days, the people of Israel—primarily the workers and new immigrants 
—are engaged in the difficult task of stabilizing the young nation’s economic and 
social structure. Part of this ordeal is the slackening of employment especially among 
the unskilled newcomers. Twenty thousand breadwinners are jobless — and many 
more only partially employed. 


To combat this crisis, Israel’s Government has appealed to Histadrut to mobilize 
its resources in order to train and give useful work to the immigrants needing it. Hista- 
drut’s back-to-the-land movement has gained momentum. Histadrut cooperatives are 
absorbing thousands. Histadrut members are contributing a day’s pay per month and 
have advanced their life’s savings in the effort to provide a constructive, permanent 
solution to this first, serious unemployment crisis in the history of the young state. 


* 


AMERICAN FRIENDS OF HISTADRUT MUST CAST THEIR LOT WITH 


LABOR IN ISRAEL! 
* 


We must help provide vocational training for youth and adults — 
We must help establish new cooperative enterprises for immigrants — 
We must help the newcomers become integrated culturally and socially — 


MARCH is the Month of 
MAXIMUM MOBILIZATION for the 
ISRAEL HISTADRUT CAMPAIGN 


BE SURE TO PLEDGE YOUR UTMOST ! 





BE SURE TO PAY YOUR PLEDGE ! 





DO IT NOW! 





* 


NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ISRAEL 
33 EAST 67th STREET NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


For High School 
Graduates 


EARN to take care of others 
and you'll always take care 

of yourself. Professional Nurs- 
ing offers one of the most re- 
warding careers any young 
woman can have! As a Student 
Nurse, you receive one of the 
finest professional educations. 
Then as a graduate nurse, al- 
most unlimited opportunities 
to follow your career. Plus an 
assured income, security, and 
invaluable training to help 
make you a better wife and 
mother. Enroll now as a Stu- 
dent Nurse. See the Director 
of Nurses in your local hospi- 
tal or your School Guidance 


Counselor. 
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Editorial 


Moscow Breaks With Israel 


Tt! SovieT UNION finally broke off dip- 
lomatic relations with Israel. The alibi for 
the break was an explosion in the Soviet em- 
bassy in Tel Aviv. Though the government of 
Israel took stringent measures to apprehend 
those guilty of planting the bomb, and also 
expressed to the Soviet Union its regrets over 
the incident, Moscow rejected the apologies. 

It is hardly necessary to point out that the 
bomb incident was not the real reason for the 
diplomatic break. Prior to the explosion the 
Israel authorities offered the Soviet embassy in 
Tel Aviv adequate police protection. This offer 
was rejected by the Russians. Furthermore, in- 
cidents of this type, and more serious ones, have 
occurred in many countries, including the 
Soviet Union, yet they did not lead to severance 
of diplomatic relations. In this instance it was 
obviously a case of looking for an alibi, and 
making use of the first one that presented itself. 
All school children in Russia have to memorize 
the fable about the wolf who wants to eat the 
lamb but can find no good excuse for doing so 
and finally offers the alibi that the lamb “‘in- 
sulted him.” The Kremlin authorities have 
memorized this fable well. 

The Soviet Union is “unfriendly” with many 
countries. The United States is its chief antag- 
onist. But other, smaller, countries are the tar- 
gets of venomous Soviet hostility. Tito’s Yugo- 
slavia, for instance, is public enemy number one 
so far as the Soviet Union is concerned. Yet 
Moscow did not suspend diplomatic relations 
even with Yugoslavia. 

In order to understand the Soviet move, it is 
necessary to consider it within a broader context. 
The diplomatic break with Israel is part of the 
renewed communist attack on the entire Jewish 
people and is not guided by any rational political 
considerations. The Soviet accusation that the 
Israel government engineered the explosion and 
was directly responsible for it belongs together 
with the other accusation that Joint Distribution 
Committee hired Jewish doctors in Moscow to 
murder Soviet leaders. The recall of the Soviet 
ambassador from Tel Aviv, is thus an anti- 
Semitic gesture, not an act of political dis- 
pleasure. 

The crux of the matter is that the Soviet 
Union never recognized Israel the Nation even 
though it had extended a temporary and frigidly 
formal recognition to Israel the State. While 


Israel was still fighting for its independence 
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Comment 


against hosts of invaders, the Soviet Union, alone 
among all the countries in the world (excepting 
the Arab aggressors) imposed a 100 per cent 
air tight embargo upon the struggling Jewish 
republic. Some countries sold weapons to Israel, 
others permitted funds to be raised for it or 
volunteers to join Israel’s defense army. But 
not one volunteer, not one rouble, not one rifle 
came from the Soviet Union to aid the outnum- 
bered handful of Jews then facing seven Arab 
countries. 

Considering possible future relations between 
Israel and the Soviet Union it is necessary to bear 
this crucial factor in mind. The U.S.S.R. has 
on occasion condescended to use Jews when it 
suited its convenience. But there can be no se- 
rious relations between a Jewish republic and the 
Soviet Union before the latter first recognizes 
the Jewish people. 


Aid to Israel 


HE SOVIET’ BREAK with Israel, and its subse- 
quent propaganda barrage against it, has 
placed Israel in the unenviable position of po- 
tentially becoming a West Asian Korea. The 
parallels in the situation of the two countries 
are not far-fetched. Both Israel and South 
Korea are surrounded on land by enemies. Both 
are the targets of implacable communist hostil- 
ity. China and North Korea are trying to 
“liberate” South Korea. The rulers of Egypt, 
Syria and Jordan are on record as harboring 
similar “liberation” ambitions against Israel. Per- 
haps the chief difference between the two coun- 
tries is that Israel is a modern, progressive de- 
mocracy while South Korea still labors under 
many political shortcomings inherited from a 
long and tragic past. 

Some important questions at once come to 
mind: What will the Eisenhower administration 
do in this situation? Will it extend quick and 
substantial aid to the one truly democratic state 
in the Middle East? ‘Will it say firmly to the 
Arab countries that the time has come for them 
to cease playing Russia’s game by maintaining 
political turmoil in a sensitive area of the globe, 
and to sit down at a peace table with Israel? 

Wise and farsighted policy in Washington at 
this time—a policy that considers the long-range 
stability and security of the Middle East, rather 
than the momentary ephemeral gains of appease- 
ment—will pay ample dividends in years to 
come. 
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Soviet pbuti- Semttiom 


An Analysis 





Protocols of Zion — Soviet Style 


by Marie Syrkin 


EEN Now there are many individuals, neither 
communists nor confirmed fellow-travellers, 
who find it impossible to accept the idea that 
Soviet Russia is anti-Semitic as well as anti- 
Zionist. They clutch at the anti-Zionism as a 
saving grace which will defend them from a 
still more unpalatable truth. Russia’s severance 
of diplomatic relations with Israel will be offered 
as comforting evidence: Israel, the political en- 
tity, not Israel, the Jewish people, is the target. 
It is all too easy to understand this state of 
mind. For liberals each stage of the prolonged 
disenchantment which culminated in the Nazi- 
Soviet pact was pain as well as discovery. It 
seemed that after 1939 there was nothing fur- 
ther to suffer or to learn, but apparently un- 
confessed illusions still lurked, else the bewilder- 
ment would not be so general and complete. 
The belief that no matter how evil the means, 
the end still stemmed in some perverse fashion 
from the original revolutionary dream, died 
hard and finally only the other day. 

Perhaps the most tell-tale evidence of the 
current inability to accept the obvious is the 
persistent questioning as to the Soviet’s motives. 
Why? What purpose may be achieved? The np- 
tion that one may be dealing with an end and 
not a means is rarely voiced. ‘Manifestations of 
overt anti-Semitism, from Hitler down, have 
usually been subjected to analysis rather than 
interrogation. The cause rather than the pur- 
pose was obscure. But Soviet Russia is still re- 
ceiving the compliment of the question mark 
and the exclamation point. 

Yet if any lesson should have been learned 
from our sanguinary age it is that the means 
and the end are a Siamese twin so vitally con- 
nected that no dialectical scalpel can separate 
them. The surgeon himself does not know which 
is which. One may serve the other, but they 
are of one heart and of one mind. For this rea- 
son the significant aspect of contemporary So- 


viet policy is that it is anti-Semitic rather than 
what objectives it proposes to achieve. While 
admitting the needs of realpolitik, we should 
remember that the particular measures to which 
a government resorts spring from inner as well 
as outer compulsions. 

When I speak of Soviet anti-Semitism I do 
not refer to Soviet Russia’s consistent ideological 
negation of the concept of a Jewish people 
(save for the brief interlude of the recognition 
of Israel). I use the term in its usual, classic 
sense, and in that sense it must be admitted that 
Russia, while opposing all manifestations of 
Zionism resolutely combatted anti-Semitism 
within her borders. Now the ideology has 
changed, and because of this ideological change 
we are witnessing the rich variety of uses to 
which the new Soviet creed can be put. For over 
two decades it had been part of Soviet theory 
and practice to stem and control the endemic 
anti-Semitism of Eastern Europe. Though for 
several years there have been mounting signs of 
contrary forces at work, the lid was not fully 
lifted till the Prague trial. Since then the So- 
viet government and its satellites have let no 
week pass without a calculated incitement of 
their populations. The primitive savagery of the 
anti-Jewish attack is gauged to rouse sleeping 
or torpid passions. And the basic reason is not 
that there are fresh fish to fry in the Middle 
East and Europe. Overtures to the Arabs are 
no novelty in Russian policy. Active opposi- 
tion to Zionism as the “pawn of British imperial- 
ism” has been a constant of Soviet strategy with 
the exception of the already noted brief inter- 
lude—an interlude dictated more by a desire for 
turmoil in the Middle East than by a sudden 
sympathy for Zionism. The anti-Zionist legis- 
lation within Russia was never repealed even 
during the Soviet’s recognition of Israel. Since 
1919, when the Soviet government passed de- 
cree 323-655 outlawing Zionist activities, mem- 
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bership in a Zionist group has been a crime 
punishable by severe jail sentences or by exile 
to Siberia. Yet despite the ferocious anti-Zion- 
ism of Soviet international and national policy, 
anti-Semitism was a punishable offense com- 
batted energetically by the Russian government. 
Russia could have continued her tactics of win- 
ning friends and influencing people in the Arab 
lands by attacks on Israel, just as she could 
have continued extirpating pro-Zionist senti- 
ment within her borders, without deliberately 
unleashing anti-Semitism. 


[N THE SAME way the argument that Russia 

needs a scapegoat is hardly decisive. Of course 
she needs a scapegoat. Russia cannot be accused 
of ignoring the advantages of the scape-goat 
technique till now. There has been a sizable 
variety of such sacrifices from “Trotzkyites” 
to “Titoists.” But Jews as such were not among 
the offerings because Soviet ideology did not 
permit their use, though as a matter of expedi- 
ency the numerically weak but intellectually 
prominent Jewish minority always presented a 
tempting lighting rod to deflect the discontent 
of the Russian masses. Yet in the most difficult 
periods of “socialist reconstruction” and civil 
war, anti-Semitic manifestations among the 
peasantry were sternly repressed by the govern- 
ment. Is Russia weaker to-day? Has she ex- 
hausted the current supply of scapegoats? Ob- 
viously not. If Russia has decided to make use 
of the traditional scapegoat of the Czars, it is 
because the plank denouncing anti-Semitism 
has been scrapped like so much else of the revolu- 
tionary baggage. The change has not come over- 
night. The fulminations against “rootless cos- 
mopolitans,” the “international bourgeoisie,” and 
the like, were premonitory rumblings, and no- 
body can say whether the present eruption is 
a prelude or a climax. 


While the change was in the making, one of 
the Soviet problems was semantic. A suitable 
vocabulary for the new ideology had to be 
formulatec. “fhe hints at “cosmopolitans” and 
“aliens,” though unmistakable in their intent, 
lacked the clear-cut directness of Soviet propa- 
ganda which leaves no doubt as to which “mad 
dog” is being muzzled. To use the designation 
“Jew” at once as a term of opprobrium in simple 
Nazi or Czarist fashion presented obvious psy- 
chological difficulties. Some kind of a tradition- 
al term hed to be discovered which would be 
exclusively Jewish and vrhose content could be 
enriched according to the designs of the authori- 
ties. “Zionist,” a bad word since 1919, was 
ready-made for the purpose. 
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One has merely to read the official reports of 
the Prague trial to see the process in action. The 
defendants, “of Jewish origin” confess to a weird 
assortment of crimes in the fashion made fa- 
miliar by the Moscow and subsequent Commu- 
nist trials. The bewildering element is intro- 
duced by the fact that all their sins spring from 
their membership in an international “Zionist” 
conspiracy. One is first perplexed by the fact 
that those accused, as communist leaders of long 
standing, were actively anti-Zionist or at best 
completely indifferent to Zionism throughout 
their entire careers. Then one is puzzled by the 
nature of these “Zionist” crimes. Most of the 
wrecking and “treason” is not committed to 
assist Israel, though of course there is also plenty 
of that in the confessionals. The crux of the 


conspiracy is directed against the “‘People’s De- - 


mocracies.” Slansky placed “Zionists” in impor- 
tant posts “because the Zionists were conducting 
hostile activity aimed at the liquidation of the 
popular democratic regime in Czechoslovakia.” 
Otto Fischl, the former Deputy Minister of 
Finance is asked by the Judge, “Explain why you 
had such a hostile attitude toward the People’s 
Democratic Czechoslovakia.” Fischl proceeds to 
explain: “Your honor, I could not possibly have 
any but a hostile attitude because I am a Jewish 
bourgeois nationalist.” And so it goes. “Zion- 
ists” are only incidentally concerned with the 
Jewish state. Their real function is to act as the 
“beastly” agents of the American war-mongers 
and to subvert the “People’s Democracies.” 

Margolius, former Deputy Minister of For- 
eign Trade, first confesses to Zionist contacts 
and then to endangering the food-supply of the 
Czechs: “With a view to creating dissatisfac- 
tion among the public with the Communist 
party and the government and to interfering 
with the nation’s food supply, I gave instruc- 
tions to continue meat exports to the capitalist 
countries.” As a result of this “sabotage,” bread 
rationing had to be reintroduced. 


AALL THE DEFENDANTS follow the same pattern. 

In his summation, the prosecutor explains the 
nature of the “international Zionist conspiracy” 
in which all the defendants are involved, and 
in case any loop-hole by which a Jew can es- 
cape has been left, he adds. ‘‘Cosmopolitanism 
and Jewish bourgeois nationalism are in fact 
only two sides of the same coin, and a bad coin 
at that.” 

The question of anti-Semitism comes up in 
the Prague trial. It seems that Slansky shielded 
the Zionist criminals by staging a campaign 
“against so-called anti-Semitism .. . by magni- 
fying the danger of anti-Semitism ... and by 
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proposing various measures against anti-Semit- 
ism such as the writing of articles, the publica- 
tion of pamphlets, the holding of lectures.” 
Slansky confesses to all this. Anti-Semitism has 
become “so-called” and educational campaigns 
against it, treasonable. Perhaps among the 
most ominous words pronounced at the trial 
is the characterization of Slansky (by one Pach- 
ner) as “the great hope of the Jews in the Com- 
munist party.” (This time just “Jews,” not 
Zionists. ) 

In Moscow, the seven Jewish doctors who 
were charged with the murder of Soviet leaders 
who were their patients and with planning the 
murder of other top Soviet officials who might 
entrust themselves to their care, were described 
as “Zionist murderers.” Again the transitional 
term is used. In resurrecting the mediaeval 
blood libel the Soviet had a linguistic and politi- 
cal problem; they had to bridge the gap be- 
tween the Czarist pogromchik for whom the 
cry “Jew, Christ-killer” was self-explanatory 
and the Seviet citizen accustomed to a different 
vocabulary. “Zionism,” the common denomi- 
nator, which could conceivably be made to in- 
clude every Jew and only Jews, was conveniently 
at hand. The Elders of Zion had become by a 
dialectic twist the Elders of Zionism. 

Once the terms “criminal,” ‘Zionist’ and 
“Jew” had been satisfactorly equated, they 
could be used interchangeably. ‘In addition to 
capital crimes on a mass scale, Jews were charged 
with all the lesser vices in the anti-Semitic ros- 
ter. In Moscow a blind Cohen was discovered 
exploiting little Soviet orphans in the approved 
Fagin fashion. A host of doctors with obvious- 
ly Jewish names, including one Myra Israelevna 
Chernyakova and one M. Z. Israelit were found 
guilty of medical frauds. The case of Mme. 
Chernyakova is particularly instructive. Only 
she receives the distinction of being named with 
her full patronymic Israelevna; the others, whose 
family names need no elucidation, are not so 
honored. 


CNCE ONE UNDERSTANDS that anti-Semitism 

and anti-Zionism have become synonymous 
in the Soviet lexicon then the weird phantasmag- 
oria of lies and vilification presents a logic of its 
own—the logic, consistency and ethics of Hitler 
and company. Of course, Soviet Russia has no 
need to imitate the Nazis. A solid tradition of 
sanguinary anti-Semitism streaks Russian his- 
tory. Stalin has merely gone back to the Czars 
in this, as in other respects; the Communist 
glorification of Ivan the Terrible, has not been 
solely an academic exercise. Even the propa- 
ganda techniques of the current attacks are of 
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sound Russian origin. The verbatim resemblance 
of the Soviet charges against the Jews and 
those contained in the Czarist forgery, The Pro- 
tocols of the Elders of Zion (afterwards imi- 
tated by Hitler) have already been widely noted. 
And we might do well to remember that the 
revolutionary Narodnik movement of the eight- 
ies welcomed the pogroms of 1881 as evidence 
that the peasants were at last being roused from 
their torpor. Nor, for evidence of the depth 
of the infection, is it irrelevant that when Alyo- 
sha in The Brothers Karamazov is asked, “Is it 
true that at Easter the Jews steal a child and 
kill it?”, Dostoyevsky has his saintly hero an- 
swer, “I don’t know.” 


’ It is not difficult to raise the demons, which 
the Revolution bravely tried to exorcise, on the 
blood-soaked soil of Russia. The Soviet hierarchy 
knows this. That is why its present tactics are 
so frightening. Unfortunately, there is one 
great difference between past and present. When 
the blood-ritual Beilis trial was engineered by 
the Russian government in 1913, large sectors 
of the Russian intelligentzia rallied to the defense 
of Beilis and he was acquitted. Who in Soviet 
Russia would raise his voice in protest? 


In Russia proper where dormant prejudices 
have to be aroused or new ones injected, a par- 
ticularly powerful dose has to be given. Per- 
haps that is why the most lurid and sensational 
charges were reserved for the Moscow doctors: 
The blood myth in its most primitive form was 
resurrected in the very heart of the Soviet. In 
the satellite countries the governments will prob- 
ably be able to proceed with less elaborate stage 
props. Hungary, Rumania and Poland need no 
instruction in any branch of anti-Semitism 
from the crudest violence to its subtler manjfes- 
tations. They merely need a green light to re- 
sume where they recently left off. Czechoslova- 
kia, with its liberal tradition, requires greater 
stimulus, which may account for the fanfare 
of the Pargue trial, the kidnapping of the Is- 
raeli citizen Oren, his subsequent production 
for confessional purposes and similar elabora- 
tions of the theme. We may assume that a 
greater economy of production will be prac- 
ticed in countries where less education is re- 
quired. 


Once one perceives that a radical change in 
Soviet ideology has taken place, one may specu- 
late as to the practical results that will be 
achieved. The answers are obvious. In the Mid- 
dle East, the Soviet emerges as the enemy of 
Israel and the patron of the Arabs. In Europe 
she woos the neo-Nazi forces in Germany and 
elsewhere. 








Anti-Zionism, now reinforced by anti- Semit- 
ism, becomes a vital adjunct of Soviet foreign 
policy in the Middle East and this means the 
Arab countries of Africa as well as Asia. On 
the other hand, anti-Semitism masquerading as 
anti-Zionism, offers by no means negligible do- 
mestic opportunities. 


Q)NE OF THE MOST COMMON explanations given 

for the present terror is that the Soviet 
considers its Jewish citizens unreliable because 
of their attachment to Israel and to the West. 
This is only a partial truth. The Jews of Russia 
number less than 1 per cent of the Russian pop- 
ulation. As a group they have a history of 
complete devotion to their country. The young- 
er generation is almost completely assimilated. 
The handful of Zionists or Zionist sympathizers 
present no problem which the Soviet is not 
equipped to handle with its customary dispatch. 
During the Nazi-Soviet pact, when disaffection 
among Soviet Jews might reasonably have been 
viewed as not impossible, no such terror was 


unleashed. 


It is more likely that the Soviet considers its 
satellites and sectors of its own population un- 
reliable, rather than its tiny Jewish minority. 
The Soviet has no illusions as to the reliability 
of its satellites in the event of World War III. 
None of the satellite countries have taken kind- 
ly to their forcible conversion to the Soviet 
brand of socialism. Under pressure they are 
likely to loosen themselves from the Soviet orbit. 
Jewish blood is the historic cement of Eastern 
Europe—the common bond which creates its 
own dark brotherhood. Emperor, priest, and 
dictator are familiar with its unifying virtue. 
The Kremlin, which till now had scorned this 


panacea, is resorting to a tried prescription. 


As far as its own population is concerned, the 
Soviet had the experience of peasant welcomes 
to the Nazis in parts of the Ukraine in World 
War II, and their enthusiastic reversion to the 
Czarist pattern despite two decades of revolu- 
tionary education. Similar symptoms were ob- 
served throughout the Soviet empire. 


In preparation for World War III, the Soviet 
is consolidating its borders and tightening its 
center. In its resort to the devil’s brew of anti- 
Semitism, Russia is invoking a familiar tech- 
nique. But I wish to repeat that before that 
technique could be invoked the Soviet leaders 
had to consciously divest themselves of every 
last lingering shred of the hopes and dreams of 
1917. Of the Revolution nothing but the ap- 
paratus of repression remains. 
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has been proclaimed FARBAND JUBILEE 
YEAR for it marks 40 years since it was 
founded. 


YOUR PLACE IS IN FARBAND 


e The organization which can best serve 
YOU and YOUR FAMILY. 


e The organization where you find fellow- 
ship in a congenial environment. 


e The organization with an intelligent pro- 
gram for American Jewry. 





FARBAND—Labor Zionist Order 
45 E. 17th St., New York 3, N. Y. 
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tev of Awe 


a by Shlomo Katz 


» eve ARE DAYS OF AWE for Jews, more ter- 
rible than any since 1933, even more terrible 
perhaps than those of 1933. The communist 
onslaught on the Jewish people is particularly 
frightening for a number of reasons. The Soviet 
Union, its satellites and the net of communist 
organizations and fronts throughout the world 
are a tremendous power, perhaps the greatest 
force on earth today. When such a force is di- 
rected against a scattered people numbering 
about eleven million, it is horrifying to contem- 
plate the possible physical, psychological and 
emotional havoc that may be caused. 

Jews have frightening knowledge that bears 
directly on the Soviet campaign against them. 
They know that anti-Semitism is a contagious 
disease that is independent of political and social 
theories. Nazi anti-Semitism did not remain 
confined to Germany. It exerted its influence 
and gained converts even in countries whose 
democratic traditions and institutions might 
have been expected to act as a barrier against it. 
The Soviet variety of anti-Semitism cannot be 
expected to remain confined behind the Iron 
Curtain. It is bound to spread its poison even 
in countries that are antagonistic toward com- 
munism. 

And, finally, Jews have a vivid realization 
that no one will rush to their aid. They still 
recall that countless Jews could have been saved 
from Europe during World War II had there 
existed the desire to do so; that it was possible 
to rescue them by moving them to Palestine but 
that the allied powers stood by and shrugged 
their shoulders. 

Adding to the sense of terror is the feeling “of 
utter paralysis, as in a nightmare when one is 
being approached by danger yet feels incapable 
either of defending himself or of fleeing. It may 
appear paradoxical at first glance. The western 
countries are all opposed to communism and 
aroused to the danger of communist expansionist 
drives. The western countries are democratic 
to a greater or lesser degree. Jews in these coun- 
tries enjoy freedom, equal rights and a fair de- 
gree of economic well-being. Then there is Is- 
rael, an independent country that stands ready 
to do anything in its power to save threatened 
Jewish lives. And still the Jews of the world 
find themselves in a paralyzing state of weakness. 

What can be done to impress upon the Soviet 
Union and its cringing satellites that their anti- 
Jewish campaign will not be tolerated? 


In past years a program of action at once sug- 
gested itself. This program consisted of pres- 
sure of public opinion in the form of mass meet- 
ings and protests; economic pressure taking the 
form of boycott that also served as a propaganda 
weapon; diplomatic pressure in the form of rep- 
resentations by the diplomats of various govern- 
ments to the offending country. 

An examination of this arsenal quickly shows 
that its contents are so many bows and arrows 
in the face of an enemy armed with atom bombs. 
Protests have force if they can reach their desti- 
nation. They cannot reach the Soviet Union. 
The communist mentality is immune to them 
because it is encased in an armor of religious 
self-righteousness. Appeal and condemnation 
alike glance off the Kremlin walls without mak- 
ing a dent; because the Bolshevik mentality re-, 
pudiates any reasoning that emanates from ex- 
ternal sources or that does not serve its own 
interests. 

Neither is economic boycott possible in the 
present situation. Economic relations between 
East and West are already virtually at a stand- 
still. The Soviet Union would suffer no loss were 
every single American to abstain from eating 
caviar; hardly any products are being imported 
from the communist countries. And the effect 
of diplomatic intercessions in Moscow, whether 
stemming from the UN or from individual 
countries, is not to be counted on heavily. The 
same immunity that protects the communists 
from the sting of protests makes them insensitive 
to diplomatic intercessions. Vyshinsky would 
laugh, Gromyko would glower, Stalin would 
impatiently shrug his shoulders: Those imperial- 
ist hypocrites; and what about the Smith Act? 


HAT CONCRETE FORMS is Soviet anti-Semitism 
likely to assume? This subject has a morbid 
hold on the imagination; precisely because it is 
impossible to peer behind the Iron Curtain and 
to know, one cannot help speculating on the 
nature of the horror. 

One thing is certain: Soviet anti-Semitism in 
practice will not be like any other anti-Semitic 
outrages we have known in the past. It may 
resemble some historical precedents, but in many 
important respects it will blaze new trails of . 
suffering and torture and death. This is inevi- 
table. No two historical situations are quite 
alike; no two nations have the same mentality 
and the same set of reactions; the material and 
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social means that can be used to persecute a 
people are not the same in 1953 as they were 
at any time before. 

Despite recurring patterns in anti-Semitism, 
each wave also follows a channel of its own 
determined by many circumstances specific to 
it alone. This has often misled many people, be- 
cause of their tendency to remember clearly 
only the most recent outburst and to think in 
terms of its techniques. Yet pogroms take on 
countless forms that radically differ from each 
other. Earlier in‘ this century the Jewish men- 
tality had been conditioned by its experiences in 
czarist Russia to associate a pogrom with loot- 
ing, rape and clumsy murder. The typical 
Russian pogrom was inevitably accompanied by 
a blizzard of feathers from torn bedding, and 
unearthly screams of men being murdered with 
blunt and rusty weapons. On special occasions, 
when pogroms assumed mass proportions, the 
entire Jewish population of a town would be 
rounded up and either driven into a neighboring 
river or herded into the local synagogue which 
was then set afire. In Rumania Jewish infants 
and children were specially selected for atrocious 
abuse. 

Then came the Nazis and the Jewish world 
was dumbfounded because it could not under- 
stand for a long time what was happening. There 
were no feathers and no screams—not out in the 
open. It is safe to say that not a single Jew was 
murdered openly in the streets of a German city. 
At first there were the sealed coffins returned 
from German prisons, with no one allowed to 
see what was inside them. Then came the con- 
centration camps. Then the gas chambers and 
the crematoria. The Nazi toll exceeded a 
thousand fold the combined loss of Jewish life 
suffered in all the Russian pogroms. Yet when 
Chamberlain returned from Munich, and Molo- 
tov returned from Berlin, they could have hon- 
estly reported that they had not seen a single 
sign of anti-Jewish violence in the streets of 
Germany. 

Now we are confronted with Soviet anti- 
Semitism and once again Jews, like generals, tend 
to fight the last war over again. They think of 
the Soviet campaign in terms of Nazi Germany. 
Newspapers talk in terms of “concentration 
camps” meaning German camps; communists 
are referred to as Communazis. This is incor- 
rect and misleading. The Soviet anti-Jewish 
campaign is as unlike the Nazi anti-Semitism 
as the Nazis were unlike drunken Russian peas- 
ants on a rampage in a Jewish town. It is im- 
portant to keep these distinctions in mind in or- 
der to understand the nature of the new enemy 
and what he is likely to do. 
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THE Soviet REGIME is based on collectivism and 

strives after organized efficiency. It is there- 
fore unlikely to indulge in or even to permit 
isolated, disorganized anti-Jewish violence on the 
pattern of the old-fashioned czarist pogroms. 
Granting free reign to peasants to vent their 
pent up grudges on the Jewish (Zionist, Cosmo- 
politan, Jewish petty bourgeois) scapegoats may 
prove dangerous for the regime. The kolkhoz 
peasant and the Russian urban worker may be 
worked up to a pitch of fury against the 
““Greensteins and Kaplans,” but once their hat- 
reds are unleashed it may not be easy to restrict 
them to the Jewish target. 


Considering the vastness of the Soviet Union 
and its satellites it is possible that old-fashioned 


pogroms may occur in remote districts where 


communist authority is not strongly entrenched. 
But it is highly improbable that any appreciable 
anti-Jewish violence of this type will be tolerat- 
ed in such centers of power as Moscow, Kiev, 
Odessa or Bucharest. Neither is it likely that 
the communist governments will indulge in the 
Nazi forms of extermination—gas chambers and 
crematoria. They will refrain from these not 
because of any squeamishness or sentimentality. 
Communist regimes are capable of great brutal- 
ity, as they have shown in their campaigns 
against kulaks, Mensheviks, Trotzkyists, the va- 
rious rebellions beginning with the sailors’ up- 
rising in Kronstadt, the numerous purge trials, 
and many others. 


But though capable of great brutality, Bol- 
sheviks are not emotional and are not likely to 
indulge in mass murders on grounds of senti- 
ment. Herein lies the difference between the 
Soviet campaign against the Jews and its other 
campaigns against selected enemies. All the pre- 
ceding campaigns were conducted against a re- 
sisting enemy. But the Jews in the communist 
countries do not and cannot offer physical re- 
sistance. Left alone they would be content to 
give unto the Soviet Caesar his due, as they have 
done for the past thirty-five years. Now that 
they are under attack they can only resist pas- 
sively, resorting to the time-honored subterfuges 
of exaggerated pledges of allegiance and conduct 
that arouses no disapproval and seeks to divert 
attention from themselves. (In this connection it 
is interesting to call attention to the almost com- 
plete severance of mail relations between Jews 
in Russia and their relatives in the western coun- 
tries—despite the countless letters and parcels 
of food and clothing that still stream eastward 
—and the obviously inspired statements by the 
four rabbis of Moscow, Bucharest, Budapest and 
Prague respectively. ) 
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HE SOVIET ANTI-JEWISH POLICY is therefore 
likely to follow practices that are unique and 

characteristic of the regime and the country. 
These may take several forms. Jews having close 
family bonds abroad as well as those suspected of 
definite political sympathies with Israel may be 
declared political prisoners and summarily exiled 
to labor camps in some remote corner of the 
Soviet empire. Others are likely to be moved 
in a similar direction but in a less drastic manner. 
(Reports from Russia during recent years al- 
ready mentioned such a policy. Young Jews 
seeking employment for the first time, or older 
Jews discharged from their jobs in European 
Russia, would be offered employment in Siberia 
or Turkestan only. Under Soviet conditions this 
left no choice but to accept the jobs offered, 
which was tantamount to accepting exile.) The 
process of forced Russification may be intensi- 
fied with Jewish children taken from their par- 
ents in increasing numbers and placed in com- 
munist children’s homes. But even while these 
measures are in effect the Soviet government 
may leave unmolested that segment of Russian 
Jewry which has become completely Russified 
and Sovietized. We should therefore not be 
surprised if, despite the present anti-Jewish cam- 
paign which may lead to the rapid disappearance 
of the bulk of the Jewish population in Russia, 
we continue to hear that some Kaganovich or 
Ehrenburg receive prizes of some sort. 

The above speculations apply on the supposi- 
tion that the present condition of Cold Peace 
continues. Should East and West clash in armed 
struggle, even the “idyllic” picture described 
above will probably give way to outright anni- 
hilation in the form of rapid consignment of 
nearly all Jews to a type of labor regime which 
only a handful at best could survive. 

It is characteristic of fanatically religious re- 
gimes like those of the communist countries that 
they believe in the infallibility of their own 
dogmas and policies. Having evoked the specter 
of a Jewish people that is world-wide, cosmo- 
politan and of evil designs, we may rightly as- 
sume that they will follow the logic of their new 
anti-Semitic dogma, consistently and thorough- 
ly in time of peace, quickly and ruthlessly in 
case of war. 


Tr Is A FRIGHTENING PROSPECT, doubly so be- 

cause of the elements of unreason that enter 
into it. Jews are not contenders for power on 
earth. They are a small people numerically; 
they lack cohesion; as a group they crack along 
a score of political and cultural lines of cleavage. 
They are subject to the assimilatory influence 
of the countries where they live and ever in- 
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creasing numbers of them have been drifting 
away from the fold, often painlessly, under the 
effects of the centrifugal forces working on 
them. These are the very factors which caused 
Lenin and Stalin long ago to deny the existence 
of a Jewish people. 

Yet in the great social cataclysms that shake 
humanity in this century Jews play the most 
unique even though largely passive role, 
and contribute the greatest number of victims. 
The keenest social analysts failed to foresee 
Nazism and its choice of the Jews as the ultimate 
victims. (Had anyone dared make such a pre- 
diction twenty-five years ago he would have 
been laughed off as a “hysterical, paranoid Zion- 
ist,” at best.) After the defeat of Hitler it 
seemed for a moment that at last the Jews had 
disentangled themselves from the main traffic 
jam of historical forces. Western Europe had 
become nearly Judenrein. Israel drained off 
what seemed to be the most pressing centers of 
Jewish population pressure, and its military vic- 
tory promised to restore some degree of confi- 
dence and security to the nervous system of the 
Jewish people that had been so badly shaken by 
the shock of Nazi Germany. The remaining 
Jews lived largely in the United States and 
Russia where they did not constitute distinct so- 
cial entities with political ambitions of their own. 
The United States as a free and democratic 
country had no Jewish problem. The Soviet 
Union had long been widely heralded on one 
score at least—that there was no racism in its 
internal or foreign policies. 

There were some, indeed, who insisted that 
the history of our time was not yet through 
with the Jews, that we were destined again to 
play a tragic role in the conflict between East 
and West that has been shaping up in recent 
years. These people were not laughed at. In 
nearly all such cases they were themselves sur- 
vivors of the Nazi terror. But they were not 
taken seriously either. They had lost their emo- 
tional balance in the German concentration 
camps, everyone thought compassionately. 

Yet now, early in 1953, it has become evident 
to all who care to look that we are indeed de- 
stined to play a major part in the coming strug- 
gle for the rule of humanity—a major and tragic 
role. And it is the mysterious irony of history 
that it was precisely Stalinism, which denied 
the existence of the Jewish people as far back 
as forty years ago, that has moved the Jews into 
the forefront of the international political stage, 
thus according recognition to their strange 
uniqueness as a group despite the fact that they 
do not all speak the same language or inhabit 
the same territory or hop in the same folk dances. 
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If Stalin had the capacity to see things in their 
true light he would realize that he has now more 
than admitted the existence of a Jewish people; 
that he in fact has now assigned them the role 
of a “chosen people.” 


But Stalin’s narrow dogmatism is beside the 
point, and the satisfaction at seeing him proved 
wrong vanishes entirely when one stops to think 
of the implications of the new situation. One 
third of the Jewish people perished at the hands 
of the Germans and their accomplices among 
the Poles, Rumanians, Hungarians, Ukrainians. 
Now one fourth of what is left is faced with 
extinction specially designed for them. These 
days it is difficult for many Jews to avoid the 
question: Are we doomed to disappear altogether 
from the face of the earth in this century?’ 


BUT sucH GLOOMY SPECULATIONS must be set 
aside in order to consider realities. C:ranted 
our weakness and the futility of appeals to com- 
munist countries, what should be done? What 
solution should we seek? How should we go 
about it? j 


It is a regrettable fact that many who are 
among the first to protest communist anti- 
Semitism are primarily concerned with ends 
other than saving the Jews living in the com- 
munist countries. “This is an opportunity to 
expose and remove communists from public life 
in America,” says one. “Now the phony hu- 
manitarianism of all their front organizations 
will be shown up as a fraud.” Another says: 
“Soviet anti-Semitism has given us a mighty 
weapon in the struggle against communist 
tyranny.” 


But what about the Jews in the communist 
countries? Many of our political friends in 
America see the new developments-merely as a 
valnable tool for other, even though worthy, 
ends. They are willing to use Jewish tragedy 
for these ends. This is intolerable. The 
attack on the further existence of the Jews in 
the communist countries must be countered 
with the one logical answer—saving those Jews. 
Any attempt to subordinate this objective to 
other aims is immoral, and on a par with the 
communist principle of the means justifying the 


ends. 


Since it is impossible to do anything for the 
Soviet Jews as long as they remain in the com- 
munist countries, there can be but one rational 
solution—to take them out of there. The 
argument that the brotherhood of. man which 
will some day reign in the Kremlin’s realms will 
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also solve the problem of the Jews is either naive- 
ly futile (because no Jews will be left there by 
the time that happy day rolls around) or a 
cruel mockery. 


Let the Jews go! must be the cry of everyone 
who is sincerely opposed to the new Soviet anti- 
Semitism. If they are permitted to depart, 
Israel will take them and American Jews will 
provide the means for it. They are in danger 
of their lives and they live in daily terror. It 
would be inhuman were they to be told: “Now 
we have another argument, another weapon 
against the Stalinist tyranny. Sit by and wait.” 


The demand may bring no results. The ears 
of the rulers in the Kremlin—and of those in 


Prague, and Bucharest, and Budapest and War- _ 


saw—may be shut with iron curtains of their 
own. History may indeed have destined the Jews 
to another tragedy of inconceivable proportions. 
But we are not free to be silent, nor is it permis- 
sible to sidetrack the demand for the rescue of 
these millions in the interests of other issues. 











Prague Prosecutor: “Of. Jewish descent?” 
Karl Marx: “I confess!” 
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Soviet “Medical Murder” Trials 


by A. 


TALINISTS ARE VERY CONSERVATIVE in the 

matter of following precedent. All Stalinist 
Purge Trials follow the same pattern. It is 
therefore reasonable to assume that the forth- 
coming trial of the Jewish doctors in Moscow 
will closely copy the technique of earlier trials 
of doctors. Soviet history abounds in accusa- 
tions of “medical murder.” Trotzky accused 
Stalin of issuing orders to poison Lenin, though 
he offered no convincing proof. The death of 
Frunze, the second Soviet Minister of War, in 
1925 after an operation that was ordered by the 
Politburo against his wish aroused much suspi- 
cion. This case was described in detail by the 
Soviet writer Boris Pilniak in his famous story 
The Moon Did Not Go Down. The story was 
published in the Soviet periodical Krasnaya Nov, 
which was confiscated right after it came off the 
press. 


Similar accusations of medical murder were 
made during the purge trials of 1936-8. Ostrov- 
ski, the chief of Moscow Zoo, was tried and 
executed after he was found guilty of “’Trotzky- 
ite wrecking” which took the form of introduc- 
ing loudspeakers into the Zoo thus frightening 
the animals. Ostrovski’s chief assistant, Mish- 
itzki, was also executed because he refrained 
from providing appropriate medical care for sick 
animals. Ernest Aschner, a German Jewish ref- 
ugee doctor who worked in the Soviet German 
Republic on the Volga, “confessed” to spreading 
plague germs in his district at the order of the 
Gestapo. Other doctors also “confessed” to 
spreading various kinds of germs ranging from 
venereal diseases to hog cholera. 


The best known case of a “doctor’s trial” 
whose details we know is that of Professor Lev 
Grigorievich Levin. This doctor was born in 
Odessa in 1870 and was educated in that city. 
In 1896 he settled in Moscow and began to prac- 
tice medicine. After 1920 he was attached to 
the Kremlin hospital where he had a chance to 
come in contact with prominent Soviet leaders. 
Levin never took an interest in politics. When, 
in the course of his trial, he was asked to define 
the difference between Bolsheviks and Menshe- 
viks he said that he was ashamed to answer lest 
the audience laugh at him. This professor Levin 
was tried in 1938 when he was sixty-eight years 


old. 


Hiram 


HE PRESIDING JUDGE opened the proceedings 

and Vyshinsky began the interrogation. Levin 
was accused of murdering Maxim Gorki and his 
son and also two Bolshevik leaders Menshinski 
and Kuibyshev. Levin was asked to tell about 
his contacts with Yagoda, successor to Menshin- 
ski as Chief of the Soviet Secret Police. Levin 
answered that Yagoda had been his patient for 
some time and used to send him gifts such as 
flowers and imported French wine. ‘Very 
strange,” Vyshinsky remarked. Furthermore, 
Levin added, because of his acquaintance with 
Yagoda he could order from abroad, without 
paying customs, such items as ties for himself 
and dresses for his wife. “This is a serious crime,” 
Vyshinsky commented. 


One fine morning, Levin related, Yagoda told 
him that Gorki’s son had to be liquidated be- 
cause he was a drunk and a ne’er-do-well. Levin 
hesitated but was powerless to resist Yagoda, 
especially after the latter threatened to have 
Levin murdered unless he carried out the order. 
Yagoda also showed great interest in the condi- 
tion of Menshinski, who was suffering from a 
heart ailment, and on various occasions told 
Levin that it was not worth prolonging Men- 
shinski’s life since he could not recuperate and 
return to his work in any case. 


At this stage of the interrogation another doc- 
tor and Yagoda were brought in. But now an 
unforeseen obstacle arose. Yagoda confessed to 
ordering the murder of Gorki and Kuibyshev, 
but categorically denied any evil intentions to- 
ward Gorki’s son and Meshinski. Vyshinsky 
became excited and thundered: “But you con- 


_fessed [to ordering the murder of Gorki’s son 


and Kuibyshev] at the preliminary interroga- 
tion? Why did you do so?” Yagoda answered: 
“It’s true. I confessed. I don’t remember why 
I did it.” And strangely, though Vyshinsky per- 
mitted no such liberties to any of the other de- 
fendants, he let Yagoda get away with it. It 
was best not to press too hard this man who, as 
Chief of the Soviet Secret Police, knew so many 
of the regime’s secrets. 


Half an hour later Levin continued his testi- 
mony and the interrogation became “scientific” 
—how a medical murder is committed. Levin 
explained that it was most important to weaken 
the victim. He insisted that he never prescribed 
poison to any of his patients, not even to the ones 
whom he “murdered.” He always gave them the 
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right medicines, but in the wrong dosage. 
Take the case of Gorki’s son. They permitted 
him to drink wine and cognac and these bever- 
ages adversely affected his central nervous sys- 
tem. After six months of tippling, the younger 
Gorki was sent for a stroll on an Apri day. 
After the stroll he was put on a park bench near 
the Moskva River. (The minutes of the trial 
do not tell who “put him on a bench.”) Young 
Gorki caught a cold which later developed into 
pneumonia. Levin, as his physician, attended 
young Gorki during his illness but “did not give 
him all the medicines that could have stimulated 
the patient’s heart.” Gorki’s son died in May. 


Kvutyshev, who suffered from a serious heart 

ailment (miocarditis) was weakened by in- 
jections that stimulated his heart. These brought 
on a heart attack at atime when Kuibshev was 
away from Moscow. He returned to the city 
but Levin allowed him to continue his work 
instead of ordering complete rest. Levin did 
instruct Kuibyshev’s secretary that in case of 
another attack he should lie down at once but, 
Levin added, “I knew that Kuibyshev’s secre- 
tary, who was a member of the anti-Soviet con- 
spiracy, would do the exact opposite.” This is, 
indeed, what happened. One day Kuibyshev 
suffered a heart attack. But instead of lying 
down he started to walk home. On the way 
he died. 

The third “medical murder” was that of Gor- 
ki. Gorki had suffered from tuberculosis from 
his youth. For many years he spent the winters 
in Italy. How-did Levin weaken Gorki’s con- 
stitution? He suggested that Gorki return to 
Moscow from the Crimea during the winter of 
1935-6, at a time when there were many cases 
of flu in the city. Gorki returned, caught the 
flu (according to plan) and his heart, which was 
already weak, gave way. The flu developed into 
pneumonia and, as part of the “medical mur- 
der,” Levin refrained from giving him the neces- 
sary inoculations. 

Here a new obstacle arose. Other doctors 
(Speransky, Lang) who were not accused of 
*medical murder” had participated in the con- 
sultations about Gorki’s condition. They knew 
and approved the treatment prescribed by Levin. 
How explain this? Levin had an answer. The 
dosages of the medicines administered might not 
have been dangerous for other patients, but they 
were too strong for Gorki. 

The “murder” of Menshinski was executed 
in a similar manner. He too had been suffering 
from a heart ailment for many years. 

_ Levin said: “I prescribed for him the right 
medicines usually administered in such cases.” 
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Vyshinsky: “The right medicines but in the 
wrong dosage?” 

Levin: “Not at all. The dosage was also right 
but the combination of medicines was not suc- 
cessful.” 

Vyshinsky: “In other words, you did it with 
criminal intent.” 

Levin: “Naturally.” 


‘THus ENDED the “scientific” part of the inter- 
rogation which was followed by a dialogue 
between Vyshinsky and Levin. 


Vyshinsky: “Why did you do it?” 
Levin: “I liked Gorki very much. I thought 
that he was one of the greatest men in the world. 


I did a mad thing because I was so afraid of 


Yagoda.” 

Vyshinsky: “You are a coward?” 

Levin: “Yes, of course; I am a coward.” 

Finally Levin’s defense attorney appeared be- 
fore the court. (The two defendants who were 
not members of the Communist Party had a 
defense attorney; the others did without legal 
aid.) He tried to prove that Levin had been 
a decent man up to the time Yagoda compelled 
him to commit the crime. 


Attorney: “Did you ever belong to any 
party?” 
Levin: “No.” 


Attorney: “Not even to a nationalist party? 
A Jewish party, for instance?” 

Levin: “I was not a member of any party, 
except the doctors’ party.” 

Attorney: “But there exists no such party.” 

Thus far everything went according to plan. 
But shortly before the trial was concluded 
Levin was asked to have his last say and he 
deviated from the part assigned to him and 
declared: “It never would have occurred to me 
to murder a man like Gorki whom I loved with 
all my heart. Such a cruel thought never en- 
tered my mind.... ” 

Presiding Judge: “Even at a moment like 

this must you indulge in villification?* 

Levin: “Please forgive me.’ 

On March 13, 1938 Levin, together with the 
other defendants, was sentenced to death. The 
sentence was executed a few days later. 


] sTUDIED THE PROCEEDINGs of this trial with 
the aid of two doctors, specialists in internal 
diseases. It is their opinion that, following the 


Soviet line of reasoning, it is possible to make 
similar accusations against every doctor in the 
world without exception. Medicine is not an 
exact science, like mathematics. 


Levin was ac- 
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tually accused only of prescribing the wrong 
dosages. But in the case of persons seriously ill 
no doctor can be absolutely sure that he has 
chosen exactly the right dosage of medicine. In 
a case like that of Menshinski, for instance, 
where it is necessary to stimulate the heart 
muscle, there is no assurance that the dosage 
administered, while accomplishing one purpose, 
may not seriously weaken the patient in other 
respects. The charges in connection with the 
death of Gorki and his son are so silly that they 
require no refutation. Furthermore, all four of 
the victims had been very sick before being 
“weakened” by Dr. Levin. 


There was no other evidence against the de- 
fendants except their own “confessions.” Any- 
one who is religiously devoted to Stalinism will 
naturally find these “confessions” sufficient. 
Persons who do not share the Soviet faith will 
reject this travesty on justice which differs 
from medieval witch-hunts only in that the 
medieval inquisitors believed the guilt of their 
victims whereas the modern communist inquis- 
itors are hardened cynics who know that their 
victims are innocent. 


In the forthcoming trial of the Jewish doctors 
in Moscow the prosecutor will have an easy job. 
All he will have to do is to demonstrate that they 
prescribed the wrong medication (there is noth- 
ing simpler than that, especially after the pa- 
tients have died) and that they did so intention- 
ally. On the second point the prosecutor will 
have to be careful not to involve too many liv- 
ing “witnesses.” This is undesirable for an ob- 
vious reason. The Soviet generals Konev, 
Rokossovsky, Vasilevsky and others who were 
ostensibly earmarked for “medical murder” may 
some day prove to be “enemies of the people.” 
(In 1938 Levin was also accused of administer- 
ing poison to Yezhov, successor to Yagoda as 
Chief of the Soviet Secret Police, in cooperation 
with another doctor. This poison “‘caused Com- 
rade Yezhov much suffering.” “But a brief six 
months later it was discovered that ‘Comrade 
Yezhov” was ‘“‘an enemy of the people.” This 
discovery affected his health much more severe- 
ly than Levin’s poison.) Then it will be neces- 
sary to establish a link between the doctors and 
the persons or organizations who gave them 
their orders. In the present instance world 
Jewry, through the medium of the philanthropic 
organization Jewish Joint Distribution Com- 
mittee, will be that organization, and Solomon 
Michoels, former head of the Moscow Yiddish 
Theater and prominent member of the Moscow 
Jewish Anti-Fascist Committee who died in 
1948, as well as Dr. Shimelovich, chief doctor 
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of the Botkin Hospital in Moscow will be named 
as the intermediaries. The prosecutor will no 
doubt claim that Joint established contact with 
some of the defendants during World War I, and 
renewed these contacts before and during the 
second world war. Judging by Soviet prece- 
dents it may be assumed that the prosecutor 
will present a mass of names and dates and, 
since this will be a “‘scientific” trial, he will also 
introduce many Latin words, clinical exhibits, 
testimony of experts and the like, on the logical 
assumption that such a display will impress the 
average person because “if they debate scientific 
matters for hours there must be something to 
it.” (The same principle was employed by the 
Soviet leaders when they accused the United 
States of waging germ warfare in Korea. They 
rightly assumed that the publication of a book 
containing five hundred “scientific” plates of 
germs would impress the gullible. So many real 
pictures of germs! There must be at least some 
truth to the accusation. ) 


It is therefore not too hard to foresee the 
technique to be employed by the Soviet govern- 
ment in the coming trial of the doctors in Mos- 
cow. Even the details of that technique are 
clearly discernible. 
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by Ben 


Spewas AFTER THE BLOW from Prague, the 
Moscow accusations against the “Zionist” 
Joint and the nefarious Jewish doctors were a 
shock sensed before it struck. Yet the reaction 
was all the more violent as a result. The people 
of Israel were taken by surprise by the first 
attack from behind the Iron Curtain. When 
the second blow fell, it confirmed the seriousness 
and decisive nature of the Soviet anti-Jewish 
turn far sooner and more fully than anyone had 
imagined possible. The reaction to Moscow was 
sharper in the very degree to which the first 
reaction—to Prague—had still been inhibited by 
surprise and doubt. 

The bitterness and anger of Israel turned first 
of all against the Israeli Communist Party. It 
took the form of a series of proposals for official 
action against the local Communists. The Hista- 
drut Executive Committee raised the question 
of excluding Communists from all official posi- 
tions in the Labor Federation. One Mapai leader 
proposed outlawing the Communist Party en- 
tirely as a public body: The new Minister of the 
Interior, Mr. Israel Rokach, warned the Com- 
munist daily Kol Ha’am that if it persisted in 
repeating Soviet libels (that Jewish doctors were 
involved in a Zionist-American plot to kill So- 
viet leaders) he would proceed against it for 
activities hostile to the Jewish people and the 
State of Israel. In the Knesset debate on the 
Moscow accusations, Shmuel Mikunis, Com- 
munist member of the Knesset, was forced to 
withdraw his reference to “murdering doctors” 
before he was permitted to continue speaking. 
The government statement on that occasion 
contained in its concluding paragraph the fol- 
lowing cryptically significant warning: “Any 
attempt by persons and public bodies in Israel 
to justify or defend campaigns of anti-Jewish 
instigation which imperil the safety of Jews in 
any land will be regarded by the Government 
of Israel as a hostile act against the State of 
Israel, from which all necessary consequences 
will be drawn.” 

These official warnings and proposals reflect 
a popular mood of the deepest fear and indig- 
nation: fear for the two million Jews still living 
behind the Iron Curtain and indignation at that 
sect of blind partisans who would stop at no 
offense to their Jewish consciousness in their 
constant worship of Stalin. It remains to be 
seen whether on second thought the State of 
Israel will prefer to have its Communists an 
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(entirely) underground rather than a legal body, 
and whether, for the sake of stilling offensive 
Communist voices, it will provide precedents 
for restricting freedom of opinion. 

Whatever official measures are finally decided 
on, the Jewish Communist leaders in Israel today 
have no easy time of it. Nothing but a full 
condemnation of Zionism and a full acceptance 


-of the Prague and Moscow charges—and the 


Prague and Moscow idiom as well—will save 
their Communist hides. But to put up a bold 
front of Bolshevik orthodoxy means in Israel 
today to kill whatever chance the Communist 
Party has among Jews. Mikunis was unable to 
do it in the Knesset, where he submitted to call- 
ing the Moscow accused “‘a certain group of doc- 
tors,” without the derogatory adjectives Mos- 
cow demands. The local press was quick to ob- 
serve the glowering of Mikunis’ Communist 
colleagues, both Jews and Arabs, at this weak- 
kneed attitude of their leader. None of the Is- 
rael Communist leaders knows when the Krem- 
lin will choose to remember that Mikunis has 
sometimes been seen publicly in Ben Gurion’s 
company, and B. G., of course, on certain oc- 
casions conversed with Harry S. Truman: hence, 
a plot involving Mikunis. To fear this is all the 
more reasonable inasmuch as the Israeli Arab 
Communists are beginning to hint plainly that 
in view of the global Jewish-Zionist anti-Comin- 
form plot no Jewish Communists can be relied 
on, including first of all those in Israel. 


]F THE TREMORS, trepidations, and inner divi- 

sions of the Israel Communist Party have to 
be surmised from straws in the wind, the 
breaches in the unity of Mapam are a matter 
of public knowledge. The contending factions 
in Israel’s major left-wing party, even while 
being attacked and counter-attacking on the 
outside, have conducted an internecine warfare 
through proclamations and manifestos in full 
view of all Israel. 

From the very beginning of this confederate 
party, with its dissident and factious elements, 
observers have united in wondering how soon 
and at what points it would split. In spite of 


sharp differences of opinion, the Party held to- 
gether, owing to the common hostility of all 
its parts to Mapai. 

The dominant group in Mapam were the kib- 
butzim of Hashomer Hatzair, who, by agreeing 
to be guided in political questions by the joint 
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decisions of a majority of their own leaders and 
a group of city Mapamites led by Moshe Sneh, 
were enabled to control a plurality in Mapam. 
For the other two factions in Mapam—the sec- 
ond kibbutz federation, Hakibbutz Hameuhad, 
and the Left Poale Zion city groups who were 
not prepared to go unquestioningly where Sneh 
led—submission to the dominant Hashomer Ha- 
tzair-Sneh combine grew increasingly difficult. 
Two of the left Poale Zion leaders, indeed, 
abandoned Mapam and set up their own parlia- 
mentary party. Hakibbutz Hameuhad was pre- 
vented from taking the same path mainly be- 
cause of the steadily increasing bitterness be- 
tween them and Mapai over the political division 
that rent the Kibbutz Meuhad, and drove veter- 
ans from their old homes, or involved partisans 
in vicious quarrels over their children or their 
common property. 

Thus, pressures from outside Mapam kept the 
uneasy partners harnessed in tandem. But the 
new outer pressures from Prague and Moscow 
have now overcome the cohesive force of Ma- 
pam’s quarrels with Mapai. The sting of Stalin’s 
scorpions has undone the work of Ben Gurion’s 
whips. The Kibbutz Meuhad faction had always 
until now been ready to go to extreme lengths 
of compromise rather than break up the political 
combine with which they hoped to beat Ben 
Gurion. Now they stood prepared to abandon 
Mapam altogether rather than countenance any 
submission, explicit or implied, to the anti-Zion- 
ist views and the anti-Jewish atmosphere of 
Prague and Moscow. ‘The Hashomer Hatzair 
leaders, now for the first time leaned (in their 
majority) away from their party-line comrades 
and preferred the company of Tabenkin and 
Bar Yehuda of Hakibbutz Hameuhad. 


A new majority came into being in Mapam, 
ready to take a line independent of Moscow. 
But that new majority had no chance whatever 
to keep its left wing together with its independ- 
ence. Sneh and his friends proved so far com- 
mitted to Moscow, they staked their political 
future so entirely on Stalin, that they would 
not hesitate to abandon Mapam in order to re- 
main (as they hoped) in good odour with the 
Kremlin. The big splits in Mapam have begun, 
accordingly, and it is only a question how far 
they will go. The most anxious students of this 
question are the leaders of Hashomer Hatzair, 
who now all at once see themselves facing splits 
or losses of unforeseeable extent in their own 
kibbutzim. 


HE CRACKs began to be visible immediately 
after the Prague trials and have widened to 
the breaking point since Moscow. The Kibbutz 
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Meuhad representativets at once took up a firm 
uncompromising line. Not only did they in- 
sist that Mapam and all its organs repudiate un- 
equivocally the anti-Zionist attitude of Prague 
and Moscow and deny the Communist charges 
against Jewish organizations. They also insisted 
that all those who would soft-pedal these issues 
be at once dismissed from all positions of auth- 
ity in Mapam, or as representatives of Mapam 
in public office. This demand would have re- 
moved not only Moshe Sneh but such mem- 
bers of Hashomer Hatzair as the party leader, 
Y. Riftin, the party editor Eliezer Peri, and the 
party secretary S. Flapan. To give point to 
their proclamations, Hakibbutz Hameuhad re- 
fused to accept party instructions from any 
leaders they condemned as anti-Zionist, and 
warned they would not take part in any public 
functions at which Sneh, Riftin and the others 
appeared in the name of Mapam. As a result, 
Mapam was unable to begin its long overdue 
public campaign against Israel’s new coalition 
government. 

Hashomer Hatzair decided for the most part 
to support the views of Hakibbutz Hameuhad. 
They voted in the editorial board of the party 
newspaper and in the Mapam Executive Com- 
mittee for a specific defense of Zionism against 
the Prague and Moscow charges. But now, not 
all members of Mapam voted unanimously, for, 
disregarding the Hashomer Hatzair caucus de- 
cision, the pro-Sneh leaders voted for a policy 
of loyalty to Stalin. Hashomer Hatzair then 
took disciplinary action against these men, and 
Riftin, Peri, and Flapan (among others) gave 
up their posts in Mapam. 

Hakibbutz Hameuhad was not yet content, 
for Moshe Sneh, Berman and other leaders of 
the leftist faction in Mapam who were not mem- 
bers of Hashomer Hatzair, and hence not sub- 
ject to kibbutz discipline, retained their posi- 
tions. On this point, too, Hashomer Hatzair, 
decided to act firmly. They planned to use the 
meeting of the leftist Mapam faction (where the 
city leftists Sneh, Berman and the others cau- 
cused jointly with Hashomer Hatzair) to de- 
mand the resignation of the exereme fellow- 
travellers from their posts, and the retraction 
of previously stated views on the Prague and 
Moscow trials. 


OSHE SNEH did not wait for the axe to fall. 

Before the faction meeting took place he 
convened all those about to be slapped and or- 
ganized a new left-wing faction in Mapam. 
The program of the new faction left very little 
to the imagination: it plainly denounced the 
Zionist movement, eagerly inviting expulsion 
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from the World Zionist Organization, and de- 
manded that Mapam move resolutely towards a 
united front with the Israel Communist Party. 
- There could be no doubt of the reaction of 
Mapam. Their almost automatic demand was 
that Sneh, Berman, and Toubi give up 
their seats in the Mapam Executive and the 
Knesset, to which they had been elected on a 
program that had not yet repudiated Zionism. 
Sneh had his reply ready: the Mapam. Execu- 
tive was unauthorized to demand his resignation 
for he and his colleagues had been elected by a 
Party Convention, and would hold their Party 
posts until the next Convention. As for the 
Knesset, he did not have to point out what every- 
one knew: in previous instances when elected 
members of the Knesset withdrew from their 
party affiliations the ruling had been made that 
they could not be forced to surrender their 
mandates upon the demand of the party that 
had nominated them. 

The establishment of the new faction imme- 
diately raised new problems for Mapam and for 
Hashomer Hatzair. The latter at once faced 
the question what position their own members 
of similar leanings would take in regard to the 
new faction. From the very start Sneh took it 
upon himself to demand the restoration of Rif- 
tin, Peri, and Flapan to their former party posts. 
These men, however, refrained from attending 
the founding conference of the new faction, 
while at the same time they told their kibbutz 
associates they intended to continue to pursue 
their former line on the Prague and Moscow 
trials. 

The present situation is an obviously unstable 
one. Sneh will not for long be able to pose as 
a factional leader within Mapam with all the 
other factions denying his claims to legitimacy. 
How long it will take him and his cohorts—if 
they succeed at all—to find a niche in a reor- 
ganized Israel Communist Party depends on de- 
cisions in which Moscow must certainly take a 
hand. 

Mapam itself may still emerge from the trial 
consolidated, but only after severe or even surgi- 
cal readjustments. Already, the old ideological 
themes of Socialist Zionist Marxism, never yet 
accepted and hardly acceptable today by the 
Bolsheviks, are being stressed anew in Mapam. 
It is true that the initial reaction in the party 
paper of Mapam was to deny any anti-Semitic 
element in the Moscow trials. The accusations 
were, according to Al Hamishmar, solely anti- 
Zionist in character. But Mapam cannot stop 
there. Al Hamishmar has begun to publish 


articles once more stressing that the Jewish prob- 
lem (that is, anti-Semitism) can no more be 
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liquidated in a Socialist than in a capitalist 
Diaspora. In the January 23 issue Joseph Yim- 
kor (who a week before had defended the J.D. 
C.) argues that the very devotion of Russian 
Jews to Communism, which, together with their 
economic structure, had raised them to high po- 
sitions in the Soviet bureaucracy, automatically 
engendered anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union. 
In effect, Mapam must give up the hope they 
once lived on that they, rather than the Com- 
munist Party, would be recognized by the Sov- 
iets as the “progressive force” in Israel. Forced 
to choose between Zionism and the favor of the 
Kremlin, the bulk of the party must give up 
its rosy dreams of bringing political and social 
salvation to Zion on a Soviet platter. They go 
back to their old hope—that by “building So- 


cialist facts” they may still someday (when the. 


ground is ripe for a new “Gromyko Declara- 
tion”) hope to be smiled upon by Moscow. This 
is as much as admitting that politically—at least 
on one side, the side of foreign policy—they are 


dead ducks. 
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Civil Disobedience in South Africa 


by John Hatch 


URING THE SIX MONTHs between the end of 
June 1952, and the end of the year, 8065 
Africans, Indians and Coloureds (people of 
mixed descent) were imprisoned in the Union 
of South Africa for deliberately breaking laws. 
During this period a well-organized campaign 
for the deliberate breach of law was conducted 
by an action committee set up by the South 
African Indian Congress and the African Na- 
tional Congress, and it has been announced that 
this campaign is to be continued and intensified 
during 1953. Meanwhile the South African 
Nationalist Government, under Dr. Malan, has 
announced that it intends to introduce new 
legislation early in 1953 to take drastic powers 
to suppress the movement. At the same time, 
during the last few weeks of 1952, two new 
features of the situation appeared, when first 
widespread rioting developed in Kimberley, Port 
Elizabeth'and East London, and then a handful 
of Europeans, led by Mr. Patrick Duncan, son of 
a former Governor-General of the Union, took 
part in the law-breaking campaign. 

The background to this unhappy prospect for 
South Africa in 1953 is the complicated racial 
composition of its population and the psychology 
of its different racial groups. The racial situa- 
tion in South Africa has sometimes been com- 
pared with that of the United States of America. 
The comparison is, however, quite false, for 
whereas the American Negro is in a minority 
of less than one to ten, the Non-Europeans of 
South Africa constitute four-fifths of the total 
population of the country. Out of a popula- 
tion of 1244 million, only slightly more than 
24%4 millions are whites. Yet it is this small 
white minority which controls every aspect of 
the political, social and economic life of the 
nation. Parliament, for instance, is composed 
of an upper house, the Senate, and a lower house, 
the House of Assembly. Both Houses admit 
only white representatives. In the former, out 
of 48 Senators four only are indirectly elected 
by the 8% million African inhabitants, whilst 
of the 159 Members of the lower house, only 
three are elected by Africans who live in the 
Cape Province. The remaining forty-four Sen- 
ators and 156 Members of the House of As- 
sembly represent the white citizens plus an elec- 
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torate of less than 50,000 Cape Coloureds 
(whom the Government, incidentally, has been 
trying to remove from the common roll for the 
past two years.) In social life, complete segrega- 
tion of the races is enforced by the white com- 
munity and, of course, social facilities for the 
Non-Europeans are greatly inferior to those 
provided for whites. In every aspect of the 
entertainment world, in public transport vehi- 
cles, in the post offices and telephone booths, 
in residential areas, in all societies and groups, 
in restaurants and hotels, even in churches and 
on the beaches, on park benches and station 
seats, strict segregation is enforced. A whole 
complexity of laws prevents the Non-Europ- 
eans from becoming skilled workers, whilst the 
barriers to the professions are very high and 
usually salaries are much lower, and trade union 
organization of the African is not recognized 
by law. 


THis NATIONAL POLICY of segregation, with the 

inferior role allotted to the Non-European, 
has developed from the historical influences of 
the past three hundred years, since Dutchmen 
first settled at the Cape. Gradually they de- 
veloped an insularity of character which be- 
came ever more deeply imbued with the con- 
viction that the white skin was a badge of 
inherent. superiority and that racial purity was 
their divine responsibility. The fact that many 
of them had colored ancestors from the early 
days of racial mixture was and is ignored and, 
if anything, the knowledge of it promotes an 
even greater racialist fanaticism. It was largely 
the abhorrence with which they viewed the 
possibility of being treated on the basis of 
equality with the non-white peoples that led 
the Boers in the 1830s to retreat from British 
rule and found their own new states of the 
Transvaal and the Orange Free State on consti- 
tutions based upon the declared principle of 
“No equality in Church or State.” Since the 
Union of 1910, which linked these two former 
Boer Republics with the British Cape Colony 
and Natal in a united South Africa, this deeply 
ingrained color prejudice of the Boers, or 
Afrikaners, has gradually but steadily infiltrated 
amongst the British descendants and other white 
settlers until today, with hardly any exceptions, 
the whole white community supports the prin- 
ciple of permanent white superiority and 
supremacy. 








20 


This feeling has also been greatly aggravated 
by the fact that throughout this century South 
Africa has gradually been undergoing the pro- 
cess of an industrial revolution. As a conse- 
quence, an increasing stream of Non-Europeans 
have been leaving the countryside for the towns 
to provide the basis of a national labor force. 
This process has been greatly accelerated over 
the last fifteen years, and between 1936 and 
1951 the total population of Non-Europeans in 
the four largest cities rose from 648,783 to 
1,307,095, more than doubling, whilst the 
average population increase of the nation was 
only two per cent per annum. One of the in- 
evitable consequences of this process has been 
that an increasing number of Non-Europeans 
have secured educational opportunities as well 
as economic and political consciousness, which 
has greatly aggravated the fear of the whites 
that their privileged position will be undermined. 
As a small minority, not only in their country, 
but in a continent with nearly 200 million 
Africans, this fear has led to increasingly des- 
perate measures to preserve their position of 
supremacy. 


Dvrine THIs PERIOD since 1910, whilst the 

color fanaticism of the Boers has been steadily 
spreading throughout the nation, the attitude 
of the Non-Europeans has undergone a corres- 
ponding change. From the middle of last cen- 
tury up to the time of Union the Non-Europ- 
eans could be broadly divided into two sections. 
In the two northern Boer Republics and in Natal 
they had very largely been forced to accept a 
position of complete servitude to the white 
masters. In the Cape they increasingly enjoyed 
a degree of partnership with the white man in 
which, although the Non-European was very 
much of a junior partner, there was some op- 
portunity for him to develop in civilization and 
thus to gain the respect and even the friendship 
of the whites. In politics for instance, no dis- 
crimination on grounds of color was permitted 
in the Cape. 

Since 1910, however, the whole trend of 
South African policy has been to enforce ever 
more rigid color bars and progressively to di- 
minish the rights of citizenship of the Non- 
Europeans. As a consequence, and in view of 
their increasing political and economic con- 
sciousness, the Non-Europeans have been steadily 
forced into a struggle with the white commu- 
nity. In the sphere of organization they began 
from extreme weakness, for, without capital or 
the means of gathering it, hindered on all sides 
by restrictive legislation which was entirely con- 
trolled by the whites, with very little experience 
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of organization and with vast distances separat- 
ing the main urban centers, the Non-Europeans 
have hardly been equipped to combat the re- 
sources of modern state power. On the other 
hand, they have been assisted by the basic facts 
of South African national life. In spite of the 
constant and feverish atempts of successive 
South African governments to impose a pattern 
of segregation upon the nation, South African 
national economy has constantly demanded fur- 
ther supplies of cheap industrial labor, and the 
consequent increasing social grouping of Non- 
Europeans in the towns has aided their self- 
consciousness and opportunity for organization. 
At the same time, through the appalling hous- 
ing, health, and social conditions of the Non- 
European urban locations, through urban dis- 
crimination, further fuel has been added to the 
smoldering fires of discontent. 


Various methods of protest have been at- 
tempted. Strikes, the burning of passes, non- 
payment of taxes, squatters’ movements, and 
rioting have from time to time given warning 
of the spreading poison below the social surface. 
Attempts at trade union organization, various 
political movements, and organized demonstra- 
tions have shown an increasing development of 
organizational experience. 


ET PROTEST has been largely ineffective and 

the weak basic foundations noted above, to- 
gether with suspicions and jealousy between 
different tribes and between Africans, Coloureds 
and Indians, has prevented any considerable 
success attending such movements. Meanwhile, 
developing capitalism and increasing discrimina- 
tion has tightened the economic stranglehold of 
the white community, whilst legislation has 
steadily decreased the political influence of the 
Non-Europeans. It has been the major effect 
of Dr. Malan’s Nationalist Government since 
1948 to accelerate all these processes leading 
towards heightened racial tension and to drive 
all sections of the Non-European community 
to neglect their mutual suspicions and conflicts 
in order to recognize their common hostility 
towards the whites and the necessity to combine 
in one common struggle. The Nationalist Gov- 
ernment has not basically altered the traditional 
principles of South African white policy, but it 
has stated them in more uncompromising lan- 
guage and used more drastic and spectacular 
action than ever before. Its Mixed Marriages 
Act made illegal any marriage between Europ- 
ean and Nori-European, whilst its amendment 
to the Immorality Act made any sexual union 
between European and Non-European a crimi- 
nal offense. The Group Areas Act is designed to 
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force Non-Europeans into strictly segregated 
residential and business areas, whilst the Popula- 
tion Registration Act codified the racial origins 
of every inhabitant of the Union. The Suppres- 
sion of Communism Act gave the government 
powers to remove any of its opponents from 
public life, to suppress organizations and news- 
papers, on the grounds of aiming “at the en- 
couragement of feelings of hostility between the 
European and Non-European races of the 
Union.” Finally, in the Separate Representa- 
tion of Voters Act, an attempt was made by the 
government to remove the last of the Non- 
European voters who had survived on the com- 
mon electoral roll from the days of Cape liber- 
alism, and to separate permanently those 50,006 
Cape Coloured voters from the European elec- 
torate. This Act has temporarily been held up 
by the decision of the Appeal Court. That is to 
be made an issue of confidence in the govern- 
ment at the general election to be held in April 
of this year. At the same time, by a multitude 
of new regulations and a more rigid enforce- 
ment and interpretation of former rules, the 
Nationalists have attempted to enforce the prin- 
ciples of segregation in every aspect of national, 
local, and personal life. 


‘THE SUPPRESSION of a minority by a majority 

in the state eventually leads to a social erup- 
tion, even if the consequence be martyrdom. 
In the final resort men will sacrifice their lives 
for self-respect and personal liberty. But in 
South Africa it is a majority who have been 
subjected to tyranny. For every white man 
there are five non-whites, and, though all the 
forces of the state are held in the hands of the 
Europeans, such subjection cannot permanently 
be maintained without conflict. This is particu- 
larly so in a world in which the Non-European 
peoples are becoming increasingly conscious of 
their national and human aspirations and taking 
an ever greater part in national and interna- 
tional life. 

Since 1948, therefore, a new phase of struggle 
has developed amongst the Non-Europeans in 
South Africa. The old weaknesses still remain, 
but lessons have been learned from the experi- 
ences of the'past. Above all, the different Non- 
European| communities have been forced to 
learn by hard experience that only by dropping 
their differences and waging a concerted 
struggle can they hope for any success. 

One weapon only lies to the hand of the Non- 
European community. Debarred from any op- 
portunity of securing constitutional redress, 
with all capital, legislation, and the means of 
force in the hands of the whites, the Non- 
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Europeans have only the value of their labor 
to use in the struggle. The white community 
constantly impresses upon the world the argu- 
ment that they have built up in South Africa 
a foundation of white civilization which has 
brought to that country the benefits and com- 
forts of western society. Yet that civilization 
has been built as much by non-white labor 
power as by white initiative and capital, and it 
can only exist so long as that non-white labor 
force is willing to continue its operation. 

The main aim of the Non-European leaders 
over the last few years has been to expose this 
fact to the mass of the non-white population. 
In June 1950 a first national attempt was made 
on these lines by the organization of a one-day 
national political strike as a means of protest- 
ing against discriminatory legislation. The strike 
was by no means one hundred per cent success- 
ful, but its main effect was to demonstrate to 
hundreds of thousands of Non-Europeans the 
importance of their place in South African so- 
ciety. A similar attempt was made in 1951, 
and, immediately following it, a joint commit- 
tee was set up by the African National Congress 
and the Indian National Congress to organize’ 
a more serious attempt to protest against the 
whole discriminatory structure of South Afri- 
can life and to demand that the Non-European 
should be recognized as a full and equal South 
African citizen. The fact that it was possible 
for the main organizations of the Africans and 
the Indians to come together in this joint enter- 
prise was in itself a most significant demonstra- 
tion that the two sections of the Non-European 
community which had been most hostile to each 
other were now realizing the common object 
of their immediate aims. 


HE PLANS made by this joint committee were 

fully approved by the annual conferences of 
the African National Congress and the Indian 
National Congress held at the end of 1951 and 
the beginning of 1952 respectively. It was now 
clear that the African Congress had quite 
changed its character. It had been mainly an or- 
ganization which passed resolutions, organized 
deputations, and held personal consultations 
with the authorities. A change had come at the 
conference at the end of 1949 when Dr. J. S. 
Moroka replaced Dr. Xuma as President-Gen- 
eral. Dr. Moroka is a medical doctor from 
Thaba Nchu in the Orange Free State and quite 
conservative in his political outlook. His an- 
cestors actually received land from the Voot- 
rekkens in gratitude for their help. Yet he 
realized that the only method of combating the 
policy of the Nationalists was to lead an active 
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organization and to associate with the organ- 
izations of the other Non-Europeans. The 
Indians have for long been the most experienced 
in organization and have shown the greatest 
initiative in tactics and, led by Dr. Dadoo in 
the Transvaal and Dr. Naicker in Natal, were 
trying to develop a strong and active Non- 
European organization. 

The plan laid down by the two Congresses 
was seen effectively for the first time in Feb- 
ruary 1952 when a letter was sent to the Prime 
Minister, Dr. Malan, demanding that all dis- 
criminatory legislation be repealed. The Prime 
Minister inevitably refused to entertain any 
such idea and warned the Congresses that the 
Government would use all the powers of the 
state to suppress their activities if the law was 
broken. Accordingly the second move in the 
campaign was made on April 6th, when 
mass meetings of Non-Europeans were called 
throughout the country on the very same day 
that the white community was celebrating the 
tercentenary of the landing of Jan van Riebeeck 
to found the first white settlement in South 
Africa. The process of organization continued 
until the campaign proper began on June 26th, 
now established as “Freedom Day” amongst 
the Non-Europeans, from its use as the day 
of general strike in the two previous years. 

Many of those who have studied and observed 
African organization at first hand did not be- 
lieve that this campaign could ever succeed in 
its primary objects for more than a few weeks. 
The aim of its organizers was to emulate the 
achievement of Mahatma Ghandi in India by 
organizing and controlling thousands of their 
people deliberately to break discriminatory laws, 
to court arrest, but to offer no shadow of re- 
sistance or violence. The leaders were obviously 
acting with common sense in this objective, for 
they recognized that their people had no defense 
against violence and would only suffer severely 
if it were provoked. Yet, though they might 
have sense on their side, they had set themselves 
a tremendous objective. Ghandi’s achievement 
was immense, but he had the advantage of the 
tradition of oriental passivity. No such tradi- 
tion existed amongst the Africans nor had they 
anything like the same experiences of organiza- 
tion and tradition in discipline which had been 
enjoyed by their Indian predecessors. 


In spite of these facts, the strength of organ- 
ization and the maintenance of discipline since 
the campaign started on June 26th, has astoun- 
ded the world. During that time, whilst over 
8,000 resisters have been imprisoned and still 
more arrested, no violence at all was offered. 


It should be further remembered that the South 


JewisH FRONTIER 


African police force is accustomed to dealing 
quite brutally with its Non-European prisoners, 
and many charges have been made of ill-treat- 
ment accorded to these resisters in prison. 

It has been clear from the start that a more 
efficient organization has been created here than 
has ever previously been known amongst the 
Non-Europeans of South Africa. Obviously 
working to a set plan, groups have gone into 
action in successive areas, occupying seats re- 
served for Europeans, using European counters 
in post offices or breaking the curfew and cross- 
ing prohibited frontiers, appearing in the streets 
without passes and entering locations without 
permits. 


MEANWHILE, THE GOVERNMENT has become 

increasingly restive in the face of this threat 
to the privileged position of the white commu- 
nity. At first it tried to treat it lightly and 
imposed only mild sentences. Then it began to 
threaten the leaders and arrested a number of 
them, Drs. Moroka, Dadoo, and Naicker, under 
the Suppression of Communism Act. It is 
significant to note that in convicting them and 
sentencing them to nine months imprisonment, 
suspended for two years, the judge indicated 
that they were guilty of “Statutory Commu- 
nism,” which, he said, had nothing to do with 
“Communism as it is commonly known.” At 
the same time, flogging sentences were imposed 
upon junior resisters, but still the movement 
gathered momentum, spreading from the Trans- 
vaal to Natal, the Cape and the Orange Free 
State. 

In the midst of the campaign tragic rioting 
occurred in Kimberley, Port Elizabeth and East 
London, but, though the government has tried 
hard to link it with the campaign of passive 
resistance, it has completely failed to do so and 
it is obvious that this -violence has hampered 
rather than assisted the resistance movement. 
However, it gave the government the excuse of 
banning all unauthorized meetings in African 
areas, issuing orders to the police to fire at the 
leaders of any potential riots, and preparing 
new legislation making it a severe offense to par- 
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ticipate in organized defiance of laws and taking 
powers to proclaim a state of emergency in any 
areas where trouble is expected. 


In spite of this reign of terror which the 
Government is threatening, the movement has 
continued and, although suspended over Chris- 


' tmas, is to be intensified during 1953. A sig- 


nificant development of it has been the partici- 
pation of a handful of Europeans who have 
thus given practical demonstration of the sup- 
port which a tiny minority of the whites feel 
for the revolt against oppression conducted by 
the Non-Europeans. At the same time, at the 
end of 1952, Dr. Moroka was replaced as Presi- 
dent-General of the African National Congress 
by Mr. Albert Luthuli, a chief from Natal who 
was dismissed by the government from his 
chieftaincy because of his support of the cam- 
paign. He announced to the conference that his 
policy would be, ‘Never to resort to force, to 
invite more Europeans to volunteer and to allow 
nothing to stand in the way of my people’s 
freedom.” 


It would be unrealistic to imagine that this 
campaign, or, indeed, anything which the Non- 
Europeans can do, is likely to lead to the estab- 
lishment of their equal rights with Europeans, 
or to a prospect of the achievement of such an 
aim in the foreseeable future. Not only the 
Nationalist Government, but both the United 
Party and the Labor Party which form the op- 
position, have completely condemned the cam- 
paign and stand solidly on the principle of con- 
tinued white supremacy. What the campaign 
is doing, however, is to cement the Non-Europ- 
ean alliance, give it experience of struggle, and 
mature the self-consciousness of the Non- 
European people. At the same time, it is focus- 
sing Overseas opinion, particularly amongst non- 
white peoples, upon conditions in South Africa, 
and is gaining the sympathetic support of Afri- 
cans elsewhere on the continent. Such support, 
sympathy, and perhaps assistance, may well be 
of vital importance in the struggles which clear- 
ly lie ahead in this unhappy country where 
racial tensions have become so taut, for it must 
be obvious that now, in the second half of the 
twentieth century when a Dr. Bunche has won 
a Nobel Peace Prize and become Director of 
the United Nations Trusteeship Division, when 
a Nehru leads nearly a fifth of the world’s pop- 
ulation in India, and a Kwame Nkrumah has 
become the first Prime Minister of the Gold 
Coast, the peoples with colored skins cannot 
and will no longer remain second class citizens 
of the world. 
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My Son's Intermarriage 


Anonymous 


I AM A JEWISH MOTHER, raised in an Orthodox 
home. But I haven’t been in a Synagogue or 
Temple since my mother died many years ago. 
I observe none of the rituals, unless you call a 
strong antipathy toward pork products.a ritual. 
I am not active in any Jewish organization, 
though I pay dues in several of them. I am 
deeply interested in Israel, but have no wish to 
spend the rest of my days there. I am moved 
by the sound of Jewish music, or a cantor sing- 
ing a liturgical melody. I get high blood pres- 
sure whenever anyone rants about minority 
groups. All of which defines me, I hope, as a 
broadminded individual who doesn’t think that 
Jews monopolize all the virtues of mankind. 

Tomorrow my younger son is to be married 
to a Christian girl. 

My two boys have had the usual Jewish up- 
bringing. Both had the traditional Bar Mitzvah. 
In my immediate family, including first cousins, 
there have been ten intermarriages. Among my 
friends and acquaintances there are at least a 
score more. Among the Jewish boys who have 
taken Christian wives there are professional men, 
white collar workers, manual workers, all types 
and all degrees of mentality. 

Going over in my mind the intermarriages I 
have known, I am struck by the fact that, with 
the exception of two cases, it is usually the hus- 
band who is Jewish and the wife Christian. Why 
this is so, I do not know, unless it is that in the 
closely knit Jewish family, a girl is more shel- 
tered and more readily follows parental footsteps 
when it comes to choosing a husband. 

Subtly and in a round-about manner, my 
friends try to divine how I feel about my son 
marrying a Christian. Unless I have become 
supersensitive or am imagining things, I sense a 
feeling of pity for me. I put on an act. I smile 
broadly, perhaps too broadly. I recite the vir- 
tues of the girl my son has chosen. Perhaps I 
talk too fast, perhaps I “protest too much.” 


WELL, Let’s Face 1T. How do I feel about it, 
I who am so broadminded, so, shall I say, 
tolerant? ‘ 

I need not grope for an answer. The answer 
is there, ready and waiting. While I fully rec- 
ognize the fact that as an individual my son has 
a right to choose his own mate, and while I tell 
myself over and over that it is the individual 
who counts and not the ethnic or religious group 
from which he or she springs, still my answer 


is that I would have been much happier if my 
son had chosen a wife of his own faith. 

Why? 

There are many answers, vague answers, an- 
swers that may not hold water, but answers that 


will not be suppressed and clamor to be heard. - 


I tell myself that marrying within one’s faith 
helps stabilize a union. Marriage in itself has 
many pitfalls, many barriers, I argue, why add 
another obstacle in the form of different back- 
grounds? 


Theoretically, this sounds like a valid argu- 


ment. But way down in my heart I know that 


I am rationalizing, that it is not based on facts, 
at least not on the intermarriages in my im- 
mediate family, with whose marital status I am 
more or less acquainted. Among the ten inter- 
marriages, there hasn’t been one broken one. 
Then why do I continue to have this little 
ache in my heart as my son prepares to take a 
Christian girl for a wife? This girl is intelligent, 
neat, efficient; she worships my son, and he is 
deeply in love with her. I try to convince my- 
self that they would be even closer to each other 
if they shared common backgrounds, common 
associations, common memories. Again I know 
I am fooling myself. If the same backgrounds 
and associations and memories helped to keep a 
marriage intact, there would be fewer divorces 
among Jewish couples. True, the divorce rate 
among Jews is lower than among non-Jews, but 
it is still high enough to invalidate my reasoning. 
Do I, perhaps, have a sentimental reason, a 
nostalgic reason? Am I thinking that the chil- 
dren of my son and his Christian wife will have 
a bleak childhood? ‘That they will be neither 
Jew nor Christian, neither fish nor fowl? They 
will never know the intimate loveliness of a 
Shabbath eve to gleam always in their memory. 
They will never know the thrill of a Passover 
Seder, or the poignancy of the Shofar sounding 
on Rosh Hashonah, nor will they hear the heart- 
break in a cantor’s voice as it is raised in an 
ancient melody of our people. Neither will they 
know the tender tale of the Babe in the Manger, 
nor the legends associated with Easter morning, 
because the religion, or rather the upbringing of 
the father will negate that of the mother and 
vice versa. If any intermarriage is to succeed, 
perhaps both husband and wife should be with- 
out religion, without rituals, without observ- 
ances. All the little things that tie a family to- 
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gether, all the little rituals and age-old customs 
must be taboo. 

I know too well that these rites and customs 
are falling by the wayside in more and more 
Jewish homes. I know there are as many, if not 
more, Christmas trees in Jewish homes than 
Chanukah candles, during that festive season, 
but even so, I argue with myself, the memory 
of those rituals and customs are ours to the end 
of our days and will be brought out and relived 
many times with choked-up, nostalgic yearnings. 


Is 17, PERHAaPs, a feeling of clannishness that 

causes my heart to shrink at the thought of a 
stranger coming into the clan? In spite of all 
we may say to the contrary, clannishness among 
Jews does exist to a greater or lesser degree. Often 
it is forced upon us, at times it is a matter of 
preference. The Jewish faith is not a prosely- 
tizing faith. Converts to Judaism are not sought. 
You hear of no Jewish missions, of no. Jewish 
missionaries. In my time, I have heard of only 
a few instances where Christian girls have em- 
braced the Jewish faith, and then they become, 
as it were, more Jewish than the Jews themselves 
in observing the rituals. Perhaps this was a sort 
of substitute-religion for the faith they gave up. 
But usually, observances of any religious signifi- 
cance whatsoever fall by the wayside in success- 
ful intermarriages. 

Between a couple of like faith, there may be 
criticism and even ridicule of some aspect of 
that faith. Not so with couples of different 
faiths. Each one must be continuously on guard 
lest some word slip out that is derogatory to the 
other’s faith or people. Take, too, the matter 
of friendships or group gatherings. No matter 
how broadminded the intermarried couples may 
be, you seldom find them with mixed groups. 
Mostly they will gravitate toward Jewish friends 
and groups. Deny it as they will, the fact re- 
mains that most Jews feel more at ease among 
those of their own faith than in mixed groups. 

There are valid reasons for this, too. Once, 
at a little dinner party in a restaurant, my son’s 
fiancee—the girl he will marry tomorrow—was 
the only non-Jewish person at the table. She 
is a lively girl with a hearty laugh that at times 
is more loud than musical. After one of her 
hearty laughs I could read the lips of a woman 
at a neighboring table as she murmured to her 
companion, “Jews, of course.” I smiled to my- 
self at the irony of the murmured words, be- 
cause all the others at the dinner table were very 
quiet. Then my smile faded as I thought to 
myself; all her married life my new daughter- 
in-law will have to listen to sneers, and blame, 
and ridicule of Jews, some deserved, most of it 
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Youngsters in a tree nursery at 
Hadera, Agricultural School 
@ 


They were truly waifs of the storm, gath- 
ered from the places of misery and heart- 
break to be brought to the land of hope 
and fulfillment. 


These children coming from dissimilar 
lands and cultures were physically spent 
and spiritually adrift. Today, their muscles 
are hardened to the discipline of work. 
They share the work, worry and joy which 
forge the bonds of those deeply rooted 
friendships which are the basis of success- 
ful adjustment to collective living. 


The Moetzet Hapoalot (Working Women’s 
Council) Pioneer Women’s sister organiza- 
tion in Israel, turned its attention to these 
boys and girls. It assumed the task of the 
reception and absorption of these young- 
sters from the day of their arrival in the 
land. It supplied agricultural trainings 
farms . . . AYANOT, HADERA KANOT, 
PETAH TIQVA .. . Vocational Schools and 
the various social services so vitally needed 
in the New State 


There is still more to be done. Do your 
share... JOIN 
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undeserved. How will she react? Will she be 
able to ignore it? Will she learn to wince with 
her Jewish husband and his Jewish friends every 
time a Cohen is linked to a gangster story? Will 
she learn to glory with her Jewish husband and 
his Jewish friends in each story of an Einstein 
or a Waksman? 

On the other hand, she will no doubt often 
hear herself referred to as a “‘shiksa,” or someone 
may say she has a “goyishe kop.” Nine times 
out of ten it will be as a jest, or even as a form 
of endearment. But the tenth time it may not 
be in jest, for Jews are after all a people, with 
a full quota of narrow-minded, bigoted indi- 
viduals, even as in the Christian fold. 


UESTIONS AND MORE QUESTIONS. Rationali- 
zation and more rationalization. 

This sentiment that I have for all things Jew- 
ish, this concern I say I feel for the bleak lives 
of my unborn grandchildren, are they the big 
issues, the true issues, that keep me from con- 
templating my son’s marriage tomorrow with 
complete happiness? 

Frankly, I do not know, because another 
thought comes to the surface, a thought I have 
been trying to repress, to push back into my 
subconscious. Let me phrase it. It is the thought 
that if anything were to happen to my son, his 
children, if any, would be brought up as Chris- 
tians and, who knows, perhaps as Christians who 
will hate and despise Jews. As Christians, they 
would also lose the heritage of their father’s 
birthright, the heritage of the Law and the Book. 
Of course it is silly of me to entertain thoughts 
like this, silly on all counts—silly to look so far 
ahead, silly to look only on the dark side. 

Conflicting thoughts. Bitter-sweet memories. 
I have taken them all out, examined them mi- 
nutely, relived them, one by one. To what avail? 

Nothing has been solved. Nothing has been 
changed. So, away with thoughts and memories! 
I, my thoughts and memories are of yesterday. 
My children, their hopes and dreams are of to- 
morrow. 

So, good-luck, my son and my daughter-in- 
law to be! May all my vague fears be but the 
silly bodings of an over-anxious mother. And 
may you, my daughter-in-law to-be, prove to be 
Ruth to my Naomi. 
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The New English Bible 


by Theodor H. Gaster 


T Is AN UNFORTUNATE FACT that most of the 
English translations of the Bible now cur- 
rent among American readers are very largely 
obsolete and no longer tonvey the meaning of 
the sacred text as it is understood today by the 
best authorities. The King James Version, pro- 
duced some three centuries ago, represents a 
stage of scholarship long since superseded, and 
the same is true—though, of course, in lesser 
degree—of the Revised Version of 1885, the 
American Standard Version of 1901, and even 
of the so-called “Chicago Bible” of Smith and 
Goodspeed. Nor do more modern renderings 
do much to amend the situation. The Moffatt 
translation—which, to this writer, is still the 
best—is treacherous for the layman because of 
the liberties which it takes with the convention- 
al order of chapters and verses and because it 
does not indicate where (as often) the rendering 
depends on conjectural emendation of the tra- 
ditional text; while the recent version by Father 
Ronald Knox, fluent and suggestive as it is, is 
distinctly a Catholic version, and cannot be re- 
garded as scientifically objective. Of the speci- 
fically Jewish translations, that of Isaac Leeser— 
a notable achievement in its day—is marred by 
its author’s remarkable insensitivity to the genius 
and music of the English language; while of 
the Jewish Publication Society’s Bible it is per- 
haps not unfair to say that it is tied too closely 
to medieval rabbinic exegesis and that (with 
rare exceptions) those of its translators who 
knew Hebrew did not know English, and those 
who knew English did not Hebrew. A new ren- 
dering, abreast of modern scholarship, therefore 
needs no apology. 


Most of our new knowledge has come from 
the remarkable archaeological discoveries of the 
past fifty years, as the result of which many 
of the forgotten civilizations of the Ancient 
Near East have at last been brought to light, 
and such languages as those of the Canaanites 
and Hittites—previously unknown—deciphered 
and translated. All of this has helped us ma- 
terially to put the Bible in its true cultural con- 
text, to explain historical and geographical allu- 
sions previously obscure, to elucidate difficult 
Hebrew words and expressions, to detect echoes 


of contemporary folklore and belief, and gener- 
ally to correct’ many time-honored but false 
interpretations. 


To incorporate this progress in a rendering 
free of traditional archaisms and readily intelli- 
gible to the modern reader is the purpose of the 
new Standard Revised Version which has been 
executed by a group of leading scholars under 
the auspices of the National Council of Church- 
es.* It may be said at once that this purpose 
has been triumphantly achieved. Anyone who 
uses this Bible—and everyone should—will find 
on almost every page new insights into the 
sacred text. Verses and passages which have long 
proved perplexing and troublesome here appear 
in fresh and convincing renderings which at 
once remove the obscurity. The poetry of the 
original is brought out with new force and 
vigor, and that staid uniformity of diction 
which used to make the idyl of Ruth sound 
like the laws of leprosy has now given way to 
a welcome and proper variety. The complicated 
argument of the Book of Job, which formerly 
vanished in a string of disjointed complaints 
and reproofs, at last becomes clear, while many 
a verse in Proverbs receives new point and pith. 

To be sure, the reader will be in for many 
surprises, perhaps even for a few disappoint- 
ments. Several familiar pictures and associations 
have disappeared in the interests of greater pre- 
cision. Joseph no longer wears a coat of many 
colors, but rather “a long robe with sleeves.” 
The guests of Ahasuerus are no longer seated on 
gold and silver couches mounted “upon a pave- 
ment of red and white and yellow and black 
marble,” but “fon a mosaic pavement of por- 
phyry, marble, mother of pearl and precious 
stones.” Mordecai is not paraded around Shu- 
shan wearing the king’s crown; instead, it is the 
horse on which he rides that is so adorned— 
an interpretation likewise adopted by the medie- 


* The Holy Bible: Revised Standard Version. Contain- 
ing the Old and New Testaments, translated from the 
original tongues; being the version set forth A.D. 1611, 
revised A.D. 1881-1885 and 1901, compared with the 
most ancient authorities and revised A.D. 1952. New 
York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1952. Pp. xii, 997 + 294. 
Price: $6.00. 
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val Jewish commentators. It is not the “‘sons 
of the mighty,” but “the heavenly beings” who 
are invoked, in the familiar Psalm (29:1), to 
ascribe glory to God, while a careful footnote 
advises us that what the ships of Tarshish 
brought to Solomon every three years were not 
necessary peacocks, but may have been baboons 
(I Kings 10:22). Further, in Proverbs 30:31, 
the second of the three things which are “‘state- 
ly in their stride” is neither the greyhound nor 
the racehorse, as was previously supposed, but 
rather the strutting cock; while esheth hayil 
(that despair of translators) is not a “virtuous 
woman” nor a “woman of worth,” but simply 
“a good wife.” Conversely, her less reputable 
sister is no longer a “strange woman” but a 
“loose woman”—a rendering which itself seems 
a trifle loose. 


‘THERE ARE ALSO MANY new felicities which de- 
pend not so much on improved exegesis as on 
a fine ear for the possibilities of modern Eng- 
lish. Thus, the spirit which previously “passed 
before” the face of Job (Job 4:18), now “glides 
past” it; while when Job speaks of his former 
prosperity (29:4), he refers not to “the ripe- 
ness of my days,” but to “my autumn days”— 
a perfect rendering of the Hebrew. Again, the 
psalmist no longer complains (102:23) that God 
has “weakened my strength in the way,” but 
that He “has broken my strength in mid- 
course”; while the desolate city is not just “the 
waste city,” but “the city of chaos” (Isaiah 
24:10)—a rendering which reproduces to a 
nicety the nuance of the Hebrew “city of tohu.” 
Sometimes, too, extremely suggestive new 
interpretations are proposed. To cite but one 
example, the familiar verse in Isaiah (26:19) 
which used to declare that “Thy dew is a dew 
of lights (or, herbs), and the earth shall cast 
forth the shades,” now states more convincingly 
that “‘on the land of the shades thou wilt let it 
fall”—an interpretation anticipated, incident- 
ally, by Solomon ibn Gabirol in one of his superb 
poems for the Dew Service on Passover. 
Judicious emendation of the traditional text 
(often with the support of the ancient versions) 
has likewise resulted, in not a few instances, in 
producing clarity out of obscurity. A typical 
case is Proverbs 13:11. This was formerly trans- 
lated: “Wealth gotten by vanity (Hebrew: 
m-h-b-l) shall be diminished, but he that gath- 
erth by labor (lit. with the hand) shall have 
increase.” For this the new version offers: 
“Wealth hastily gotten (Hebrew: m-b-h-l!) 
will dwindle, but he who gathers little by little 
will increase it.” 
Another fascinating feature of the new ren- 
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dering is the disappearance, through improved 
readings, of several fictitious place-names, and 
the recovery of several real ones. Thus, in II 
Samuel 24:6, Joab’s officers no longer come to 
take the census at the non-existent city of Tah- 
tim-hodshi; instead, they come to Kadesh in the 
land of the Hittites; on the other hand, in I 
Kings 10:28, Solomon is said to import horses 
not in droves, but from Kue, a region of Asia 
Minor; while the last two chapters of the Book 
of Proverbs are presented not as the “oracles” 
(Hebrew: massa’) of Agur and Lemuel respec- 
tively, but as the words of Agur of Massa and of 
Lemuel of Massa. 


HE COMMITTEE responsible for the transla- 

tion had the good sense to invite into its 
company Professor H. M. Orlinsky, of the Jew- 
ish Institute of Religion, thus ensuring the co- 
operation of a Jewish scholar thoroughly at 
home both in traditional exegesis and in modern 
biblical criticism. For Jewish readers, this fact 
will lend further interest to the treatment of 
passages on which Jewish religious observances 
are based. In Leviticus 23:15, the counting of 
the Omer is prescribed “from the morrow 
after the sabbath,” as the Hebrew text says 
literally, not “from the morrow after the festi- 
val (of Passover) ,” as the Jewish traditional in- 
terpretation insists; while in Lev. 23:36, the day 
of azereth which follows the Feast of Booths is 
simply a day of “solemn assembly,” rather than 
a “closing festival” or “day of restraint,” as 
other exegetes maintain. Further, in Exodus 
12:42, the Passover night is described (correct- 
ly) as ‘‘a night of watching by the Lord,” not— 
as the older version rendered it—as “the night 
of Jehovah, to be much observed.” 

Interesting also is the translation of the diet- 
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ary laws in the fourteenth chapter of Deutero- 
nomy. Those of us who have been troubled about 
the identity of the pygarg—one of the per- 
mitted animals—will be relieved to learn that 
it is simply the ibex; while the chamois has been 
transformed into the mountain-goat and the 
coney to the rock-badger. On the other hand, 
something has gone wrong with the rendering 
of the unclean birds in verse 13 of that chapter, 
for while the Hebrew text mentions three types 
(previously rendered “the glede, the falcon and 
the kite after its kind”), the present version has 
only ¢wo (“the buzzard, the kite after their 
kinds”). 


OR IS IT ONLY the passages affecting Jewish 
practice which will attract especial atten- 
tion. Equally significant is the handling of those 
in which traditional Christian doctrine has rec- 
ognized prognostications of Jesus. These are 
now interpreted without such doctrinal bias— 
a fine tribute to the objectivity of the transla- 
tors, particularly when we bear in mind that 
this work was produced by a coalition of several 
denominations. In Psalm 2:12, for example, the 
famous “Kiss the Son” (in any case an impossible 
translation) is eliminated by the adoption of 
Bertholet’s convincing emendation which yields 
the sense: ‘With trembling kiss his feet.” 

There are also, of course, a number of inno- 
vations which are less felicitous. David, for ex- 
ample, is no longer “the sweet singer of Israel,” 
but “the sweet Psalmist”—through a mistaken 
notion that the Hebrew zammer always retains 
its etymological sense of plucking chords and 
therefore refers exclusively to instrumental mu- 
sic. Man no longer “walks in a vain show” 
(Psalm 39:6), but “goes about as a shadow”— 
a rendering which is in fact incorrect, seeing 
that the Hebrew word is zelem, ‘‘semblance,” 
not zel, “shadow.” All men are noé liars (Ps. 
116:11), and the Psalmist does not say so “in 
haste”; instead, he speaks in consternation and 
declares, more philosophically than tempera- 
mentally, that “men are all a vain hope.” The 
maiden in the Song is not “‘a lily among thorns,” 
but—more botanically—‘a lily among bramb- 
les” (2:2); nor is she “black,” but merely “‘very 
dark” (1:5). 

Sometimes, too, the translators have been un- 
necessarily squeamish, robbing the text of its 
vigor. Thus, in Zechariah 9:6, the mamzer who 
will dwell in Ashdod is no longer a bastard.who 
will install himself as king, but ‘ta mongrel peo- 
ple” who will reside there; while in Ecclesiastes 
10:1 the dead flies have grown too refined to 
“cause the ointment of the apothecary to stink”; 
they now make it “give forth an evil odor.” 
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Lastly, the translators were evidently swayed 
more by pedantry than by passion when they 
preposterously converted the “daughter of de- 
lights” of the Song of Songs (7:6) into “a de- 
lectable maiden”! 


Inevitably, also, there are several passages in 
which the new translations are open to challenge. 
We may doubt, for instance, whether, in the 
dawn of the world, “the spirit of God was 
moving” over the face of the waters; one may 
prefer to believe that His breath was fluttering 
upon them. Again, one may question whether 
the old translation of Job 5:7, which asserts that 
man is born to trouble “as the sparks fly up- 
ward,” is really tenable, or whether the sense 
of Psalm 84:5 has been properly grasped in the 
rendering: “Blessed are the men whose strength 
is in Thee, in whose heart are the highways to 
Zion.” After all, the words “to Zion” are not in 
the Hebrew, and the meaning may well be: “in 
their hearts are cleared highways”—a sentiment 
taken up in the very next verse: ““When they 
pass through an arid valley (Heb. valley of 
baca’), they turn it into a place of springs.” 
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This, however, is not the place to indulge in 
detailed philological criticism. It will be suffi- 
cient to say that, despite occasional defects, this 
is undoubtedly the best English translation of 
the Bible that has yet appeared. 


But it poses a problem, namely, that of the 
distance which still exists between the scientific 
study of the Scriptures and their popular pre- 
sentation in Sunday-School curricula. It is per- 
haps too much to hope that teachers of children 
will be willing, in the interests of philological 
accuracy, to sacrifice the picture of Joseph’s 
rainbow coat, just as artists were for centuries 
unwilling to forsake the Michelangelo tradition 
and leave the horns off Moses’ brow. We shall 
probably have to endure for a long time to come 
the same situation as has hitherto always ob- 
tained, namely, that the Bible of popular lore 
will be something vastly different from the Bible 
as it really is. It is therefore devoutly to be 
wished that the Revised Standard Version will 
find a large circle of readers and that it will 
be integrated into formal religious education. 
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Franz Kafka’s Jewishness 
by Felix Weltsch 


“Tr Is ALREADY widely accepted 

in the Latin and anglo-Saxon 
countries that Franz Kafka be- 
longs among the great religious 
personalities, such as Pascal, Baal 
Shem Tov, Kierkegaard and Dos- 
toievski,” Hans Joachim Schoeps, 
Professor of Jewish Theology at 
Erlangen, writes in Neue Rund- 
schau. Now Kafka is also becom- 
ing popular in Israel. His most im- 
portant novel, The Trial, was 
published this year in a Hebrew 
translation and the entire edition 
was sold out very quickly. Young 
people avidly read Kafka. He is 
being discussed in Israel schools. 
The question therefore arises once 
again: Where did Kafka stand in 
regard to Judaism? 


It is interesting to note that 
Kafka has been claimed by nearly 
all schools of thought—by the re- 
ligious and by the atheists, by 
Christian as well as by Jewish the- 
ologists, by existentialists and by 
partisans of psychoanalysis. Pro- 
ponents of Judaism have also 
claimed him. Max Brod, Kafka’s 
friend and biographer to whom 
the world owes the preservation 
and publication of nearly all of 
Kafka’s works, asserts that Kafka 
was without doubt a Zionist. Oth- 
ers, like Heinz Politzer and Robert 
Klopstock, deny this. 


I can substantiate from my own 
conversations with Kafka that the 
Jewish question strongly occupied 
his mind and that, as time went 
on, he tended increasingly toward 
Zionism. He eagerly read Zionist 
writings and periodicals. When 
Kafka lived in Berlin during the 
last years of his life, I regularly 
sent him the Zionist weekly Selb- 
stwehr which I then edited. I still 
have in my possession a post card 
from him in which he writes: 
“Dear Friend: I write you out of 
concern lest an issue of the Selb- 
stwebr fail to reach me . . . the 
least punctual of subscribers... . .” 


In recent years two books have 
been published which provide in- 
sight into Kafka’s attitude to- 
ward Judaism. One of these is 
Kafka’s Diary, the other is Con- 


versations With Kafka by Gus- 
tave Janouch. As a young man 
of seventeen the latter knew Kaf- 
ka who was a colleague of his 
father and had many conversa- 
tions with him. He always took 
notes after these talks. Now, 
twenty-five years later, he pub- 
lished these conversations which 
provide an authentic picture of 


Kafka. 


F’80M THESE TWO BOOKs we ob- 

tain a view of Kafka’s chief 
Jewish experiences. On one hand 
there was the superficial and me- 
chanically observed Jewish cus- 
toms that were practiced in Kaf- 
ka’s home and that were charac- 
teristic of the home life of most 
Jewish families in Prague. But 
Kafka also came under the influ- 
ence of eastern European Jewry. 
Here he experienced for the first 
time the naive but vital Jewish- 
ness which differed so sharply 
from that he knew in Prague. As 
the entries in his Diary . show, 
Kafka was not uncritical of east- 
ern European Jewry, but he was 
strongly moved by its vitality and 
timelessness. He was strongly im- 
pressed by a group of eastern Jew- 
ish actors who performed the 
plays of Goldfaden, Gordin and 


others in Prague, and they domi- 


nate the entries in his diary made 
during 1911-2. Kafka became es- 
pecially friendly with one of 
them, Isaac Lowy, and had him 
tell at length about Orthodox life 
in his home and about Hasidism. 
All this he recorded in his Diary. 


In his conversations with Jan- 
ouch, Kafka remarked about the 
actor Schildkraut: ‘He widens the 
horizons of the non-Jew, without 
clarifying the existence of the 
Jew. The latter is accomplished 
only by those actors who perform 
for Jews. Through their art they 
dispel the foreign matter that has 
accumulated about the Jew and 
bring into clear light the forgot- 
ten image of the Jew; they bring 
him into focus out of the blur 
of time.” 
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Kafka’s encounters with eastern Ka 
European Jewry, his observation as 
of the disappearance of the Jews side 
of Prague and, finally, the influ- ] 
ence of his friends Max Brod and ka 
Hugo Bergmann led him to a posi- ly 
tive appreciation of the Zionist ‘Hi 
solution to the Jewish Question. the 
In Janouch’s book we read the fat 
following entry: yea 

Kafka: If the Jews of the “<a 
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and easily make their way in gro 
it, there would be no need « 
for Zionism. Thus it is the ( 
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forces us to rediscover our eh 
own nature. We are return- Tic 
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Janouch: Are you then con- the 
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Kafka was already seriously ill and 
a step like this was out of con- 
sideration. 

Elsewhere Janocch relates: “Kaf- 
ka bent forward; he spoke soft- 
ly yet clearly and emphatically. 
‘History is no longer enough for 
the Jews—history, the heroic 
fatherland of time. They are 
yearning for a small, simple home 
on earth. More young Jews are re- 
turning te Palestine. This is a re- 
turn to self, to one’s own roots, to 
growth. The Palestine homeland is 
a necessary goal for Jews... .’” 

Other quotations of a similar 
nature indicate Kafka’s trend of 
thoughts and the nature of his 
Zionist convictions. In this field 
too he is a “personality that points 
the way,” as Brod defined him. 
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We extend sincere greetings to all our friends and 
patrons for a Happy Passover 
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Towards Economic Independence 


Notes On the Israel Bond Drive 


by M. Z. Frank 


Some MONTHS AGO, in Haifa, as 
I took some tourists through 
the Industrial Zone in the Zebu- 
‘lun Valley, I remarked upon the 
need and the possibilities of mak- 
ing Israel economically self-sup- 
porting. One of my companions, 
an old-time Zionist, said: “I lived 
to see a Jewish State. Let my chil- 
dren see a self-supporting Jewish 
State.” 

I congratulated him on _ his 
noble sentiments, but I tried to ex- 
plain to him that they were hard- 
ly good for Israel’s economic 
health. When you bring your re- 
lative from Europe, I told him, 
you pay for his passage, you sup- 
port him for a while, but after 
that, you help him get a job or 
you lend him money to. set up in 
business. You wouldn’t want 
your relative to receive your 
bounty all his life, or wait until 
his children grow up to support 
him. 

To be sure, there still are, and 
there may continue to be for a 
long time to come, expenditures in 
Israel which have to be covered 
by outright gifts. Not all of 
these are of a purely philanthro- 
pic nature. Certainly no one 
would expect the transfer of Jews 
from Iran to Israel to be financed 
entirely out of the monies pro- 
vided by Israeli citizens. But a 
line must be drawn between the 
type of projects for which money 
is provided by non-returnable 
outlay and those on which re- 
turns ought to be made—either 
in the form of loans or in the form 
of investment. 

The first comprehensive pro- 
ject to finance the development 
of the country on a business basis, 
and the largest so far, is the Israel 
Bond Drive. There have been 
others, not so large and not so 
all-embracing such as the Pales- 
tine Economic Corporation and 
AMPAL. They date from the 
time before there was a sovereign 
State and they are not official pro- 
jects of the Israel Government. 
The Bond Drive is. 


In the less than two years since 
the Bond Drive has been launched, 
important results have been 
achieved. 

First, there is the psychological 
effect. The Bond Drive promo- 
tion and the news about the min- 
erals found in the Negev are ef- 
fecting a change in the mentality 
of American Jews. Israel is no 
longer looked upon as a perpetual 
recipient of charity. Thousands of 
American Jews have bought Israel 
Bonds, confident that they will 
get back both principal and in- 
terest. This creates a new climate 
of confidence in Israel. 

In considering the actual dis- 
position of the money raised by 
the sale of Israel Bonds, one must 
link the discussion to the discov- 
ery of minerals. We shall use the 
Eshkol Report of September 1952, 
as a basis for our discussion of 
Bond money investment while in 
speaking of minerals, we shall use 
the latest information available. 

The Eshkol Report gives a 
breakdown of the use made of the 
140 million dollars until Septem- 
ber 1952, explaining that “the 
bulk of the expenditure is made 
in the form of loans, either 
through banks and other credit 
institutions or by the Finance 
Ministry directly. A smaller pro- 
portion is invested by the Govern- 
ment directly in public works pro- 
jects and the like.” 

Over 57 million of the 140 are 
listed as allocated to Industry and 
Electricity; over 37 million to 
Agriculture; nearly 18 million to 
Transport and Communication. 


ET US BEGIN with one industrial 
project, with which the writer 
happens to be familiar through 
frequent visits. The Fertilizers 
and Chemicals plant is situated in 
the Haifa Bay area which allows 
it room for future expansion. It 
was established some years ago by 
the Palestine Potash Company in 
conjunction with the Palestine 
Economic Corporation, primarily 
in order to manufacture fertilizers 
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out of minerals obtained in the 
Dead Sea. The war resulted in 
the destruction of the Potash 
Company’s factories. Thus, min- 
erals from the Dead Sea were no 
longer available. The plant then 
began importing rock phosphate 
from abroad. Now vast deposits 
of rock phosphate have been dis- 
covered in the Negev, near the 
Great Crater, south of Beersheba. 
By November 1951, the develop- 
ment of the mines had proceeded 
far enough to enable the firm to 
discontinue importing rock phos- 
phate from Florida and begin us- 
ing the Negev product. What this 
means to Israel in terms of saving 
on foreign currency is self-evi- 
dent. Once there is no need to ex- 
pend dollars on the raw material, 
more superphosphate is manufac- 
tured and distributed among the 
agricultural population, which, in 
turn, means better crops. But 
there are still wider implications. 

Florida phosphate was imported 
by sea. The Negev product has 
to be hauled from the Negev, over 
bad roads. Nor is the Negev phos- 
phate as concentrated as the Flo- 
rida phosphate. Would not trans- 
port by land be too costly in terms 
of local currency, and, by using 
up tires and gasoline, also in terms 
of foreign currency? The Great 
Crater has inexhaustible supplies 
but unless the cost of production 
is low enough, the chances for ex- 
porting the finished product, after 
local needs have been satisfied will 
not be good. This means that the 
raw material must be upgraded 
on the spot, thus reducing the vol- 
ume hauled from the Negev to 
Haifa; that better roads must be 
built. 


Already the phosphate is up- 
graded near its source. Roads are 
being built. Plans for the improve- 
ment of Israel’s railway system 
have begun to be implemented. 

The Fertilizers and Chemicals 
plant is situated near the Haifa 
oil refineries and is in a position 
to utilize their by-products. It 
can, in time, produce nearly 
thirty chemicals for domestic and 
foreign consumption. 

With the foregoing in mind, we 
can read the Report of the Minis- 
ter of Finance in a somewhat dif- 
ferent light. 
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Thus, under Industry, we find 
that $13,594,000 have been allo- 
cated to “Development of Electric 
Power.” $10,780,000 go to “Israel 
Mining Corporation” for exploi- 
tation of Negev Resources. The 
significance of that for the opera- 
tion of the Fertilizers and Chem 
cals is self-evident. It must be 
added, however, that since the Re- 
port was submitted, another im- 
portant mineral was unexpected- 
ly discovered in Lower Galilee, 
forty-five minutes drive by good 
road from the Haifa Bay. The de- 
posit of pyrites found during the 
excavations conducted for irriga- 
tion are of tremendous importance 
for the manufacture of sulphuric 
acid without which superphos- 
phates cannot be manufactured. 
Until this discovery pyrites was 
imported from Greece and Cyp- 
rus by the Fertilizers and Chemi- 
cals. The recent discovery may 
well dispense with another item 
of import. 


The Fertilizers and Chemicals 
plant itself has benefited to the 
extent of $2,100,000 in the form 
of dollar-purchased new equip- 
ment. Under Transportation, the 
projects of most immediate con- 
cern to the Fertilizers and Chemi- 
are: The Kishon Lighter Harbor 
Project, Railways and Road Trans- 
port. 

The Kishon project is interest- 
ing in itself. 


HE PORT OF HAIFA was built by 

the British with no particular 
concern for the development of 
the Jewish community or of its 
trade with the outside world. It 
served its purpose well for the ex- 
port of oil and as a naval base. 
Today, the Port is overcrowded. 
The Government of Israel there- 
fore undertook two long-range 
plans for increasing Haifa’s port 
facilities. One is to expand the 
existing port; $1,456,000 are 
listed in the Eshkol Report as al- 
located to the first stage of this 
project. The other plan calls for 
an auxiliary port at the mouth of 
the Kishon River, which flows 
through the Zebulun Valley; 
$3,220,000 have been allocated to 
the first stage of this project. 


Work began on the Kishon in 
May, 1951. By September 1952 
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the Kishon River was no longer 
there. Instead, there was a Kishon 
Canal, whose course runs some- 
what differently from the old 
brook—straight, wide, and empty- 
ing into the Bay at a different 
spot. A long breakwater of huge 
rocks extends far into the Bay. 
A large reservoir has been built to 
regulate the water and prevent the 
seasonal winter overflow. An ex- 
tension of the Canal will bring it 
to Fertilizers and Chemicals, en- 
abling it to load its surplus pro- 
ducts for export in a cheap and 
convenient manner. 

The further stages of the Kish- 
on Project envisage the building 
of small feeder canals to serve the 
industrial plants on its banks and 
the establishment of an interna- 
tional duty-free zone for reload- 
ing. This, of course, will take some 
time. But what has already been 
accomplished must be viewed as a 
foundation for the future devel- 
opment of Israel’s trade and in- 
dustry. 

From the foregoing it is clear 
that the Israel Government is em- 
ploying the money raised by the 
sale of Bonds for purposes which, 
a) are of key importance to the 
industrial development of the 
country, and b) are likely to 
bring profits. 

So far as potential profits are 
concerned, we have the authority 
of Mr. Abraham Dor, chief Engi- 
neer of the Israel Mines, that the 
deposits of phosphate and copper 
are large enough, if properly ex- 
ploited, to earn about thirty mil- 
lion dollars annually, more than 
enough to service the full $500,- 
000,000 issue of the Israel Bonds. 
The copper mines near Elath were 
discovered after the phosphates. 
The quality of the copper, the size 
of the deposits and the situation 
on the world market today insure 
good profits. A leading Belgian 
company has undertaken to mar- 
ket the Israel copper. 


HOSPHATES AND COPPER are not 

the only minerals discovered in 
Israel. Glass sand found in the 
Great Crater has already supplan- 
ted the glass sand formerly im- 
ported from Belgium by the Phoe- 
nicia Glass works in the Haifa 
Bay area. The new glass factory 
erected near Beersheba, much clo- 
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ser to the deposits, will have a 
much simpler problem of trans- 
portation. Kaolin is already being 
used for making bricks and in 
paving roads. It is not clear yet 
whether all these minerals can be 
profitably exported. Nor is it cer- 
tain whether iron ore deposits 
which have been found in the 
Great Crater and in Lower Galilee 
can be profitably mined even for 
home use. But it is important to 
bear in mind that all the above 
minerals have been discovered 
within the past two years, and 
that only a fraction of the surface 
of the Negev has so far been pro- 
perly explored. The geological 


formation of the Negev provides: 


grounds for assuming that other 
minerals might exist beneath its 
surface. 


Before 1947, the only known 
source of mineral wealth was the 
Dead Sea, with its large deposits 
of potash and phosphates. The 
Dead Sea was exploited by the 
Palestine Potash Company, regis- 
tered in London. The War of In- 
dependence resulted in a great deal 
of destruction to the equipment. 
The Dead Sea itself was divided 
between Israel and Jordan. Now 
the Potash Company was reorgan- 
ized with additional capital, the 
Israel Government holding a sub- 
stantial share in the partnership. 
The investment made by the gov- 
ernment came largely from the 
Drive. This is a concern which 
past exPerience has shown to be 
profitable. Among the projects 
needed to make the exploitation 
of the Dead Sea minerals possible 
is the construction of a new road 
to Sodom. In the Eshkol Report 
the sum of $3,794,000 was alloca- 
ted for “Dead Sea Works,” and 
$1,400,000 for the ‘Construction 
of Beersheba-Sodom Road.” 


NDER THE CAPTION of Agricul- 
ture, the largest sum, over 

18 million dollars is allocated to 
irrigation projects of the Lowder- 
milk Plan, modified in accordance 
with the present boundaries of Is- 
rael. From the headwaters of the 
Jordan near the Syrian border, 
water is pumped through a huge 
pumping station in the mountains 
to a large reservoir in Lower Gali- 
lee, and then south to the Negev. 
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On the way more water is taken 
from the Yarkon river which 
empties into the Mediterranean at 
Tel Aviv. 

It is a grandiose scheme, but it 
is a long-range project which will 
take several years to complete. 
Wherever one travels, one sees 
pipes lining the roadside waiting 
to be installed. 

This project will mean a. great 
increase of arable land and a con- 
sequent increase in Israel’s agricul- 
tural output. 

$5,600,000 have been allocated 
to the Ministry of Agriculture as 
the Government investment in the 
National Agricultural Bank estab- 
lished two years ago, with other 
partners consisting of the Jewish 
Agency, the Agricultural Center 
of the Histadruth, the organiza- 
tion of private farmers, the asso- 
ciation of citrus growers and of 
other bodies interested in agricul- 
ture. The Government holds the 
controlling shares. 

Over and above the loans ad- 
ministered by the Bank, the Gov- 
ernment is lending and investing 
money obtained from the Bond 
Drive to promote the founding of 
new settlements and the enlarge- 
ment of old ones, to rehabilitate 
and develop the citrus industry 
which provides Israel with its 
chief dollar-earning export and to 
build cold storage plants and 
storehouses. 

The appropriations of the Israel 
Bond Drive from April 1951 to 
March 1953 are cited by the Min- 
istry as follows: 


Industry and 

Electric 

Power ......... $ 56,070,000 40.0% 
Agriculture 37,324,000 26.7 
Transport and 


Commu- 

nications 17,780,000 12.7 
Housing. ........ 12,600,000 9.0 
Tourism ......... 4,900,000 3.5 
Reserve _......... 11,326,000 8.1 





TOTAL $140,000,000 100.0% 


There has been criticism of the 
Bond Drive and of its practices. 
Whether each individual alloca- 
tion has been wisely made or uti- 
lized with the utmost efficiency is 
for experts to judge. One may 
safely assume that mistakes have 
been made and that experience 
will show how to correct them. 
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S FAR AS OBJECTIONS in prin- 
ciple are concerned these are 
of two types: a) the same funds 
could have been obtained by con- 
centrating on gift money cam- 
paigns; b) a proper policy en- 
couraging private investments 
would have led to the same re- 
sults. It is remarkable that often 
the same argument is advanced 
by critics from both the Right 
and the Left. 

Dependence on gift money for 
profit-bearing projects is not only 
nationally humiliating, but in the 
long run is also economically un- 
sound. It does not tend to foster 
efficiency and economic resource- 
fulness. The current discussion of 
the disadvantages of the Marshall 
Plan, and plans for its gradual re- 
placement by appropriate trade 
agreements and American invest- 
ments in European countries are 
illuminating as applied to Israel’s 
problems. 

The encouragement of Ameri- 
can investments in Europe pre- 
sents difficulties that also obtain 
in Israel. Israel’s economic prob- 
lems are highly complicated. In- 
vestments have to be guided to 
prevent wasteful expenditure of 
money and:to prevent unproduc- 
tive exploitation of the country. 
Neither Israel’s officialdom, nor Is- 
rael’s business community, nor the 
potential investors in America 
possess sufficient experience and 
skill in this field. If one group has 
made mistakes in one direction, 
the other is just as likely to make 
it in the other. The transition 
from the economy of a small com- 
munity living under a British 
mandate, and having an Arab eco- 
nomic hinterland, to the economy 
of a sovereign state divorced from 
the sterling area and from the 
Arab hinterland, suffering a short- 
age of dollars and of raw materials 
and beset by problems created by 
an onrush of unskilled masses of 
immigrants, is a difficult one. The 
Bond Drive offers an intermediate 
stage in this unprecedented devel- 
opment. 
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NEWS OF THE MONTH 


Moscow-Tel Aviv Rupture 


N FEBRUARY 12 the Soviet 
Union broke off relations with 
Israel. The diplomatic rupture was 
accompanied by the following 
events: 


Before dawn on February 10 a 
bomb was exploded against the 
rear wall of the building housing 
the Soviet embassy in Tel Aviv. 
Prior to the explosion, as anti- 
Soviet feeling mounted in Israel as 
a result of the anti-Jewish cam- 
paign in the communist countries, 
the Israeli authorities offered ade- 
quate police protection to the 
Soviet embassy. The Russian am- 
bassador, Pavel Yershoff, refused 
the additional protection and de- 
clared that the police guard on the 
sidewalk l>efore the building was 
adequate. The back yard of the 
embassy was thus left unprotected. 
It was at this spot that the ter- 
rorist placed his explosives. 


Four members of the Soviet em- 
bassy were injured in the blast, 





one of them, a cook, required hos- 
pitalization. Prime Minister Ben 
Gurion, interrupted his vacation 
when news of the explosion 
reached him and returned to Jeru- 
salem. He expressed his deep re- 
gret to the Soviet government. 
The Israel Foreign Ministry sent 
a note of regret over the incident 
to Moscow and offered to pay 
compensation for damages and 
injuries. 

A widespread search for the cul- 
prits was instituted at once and 
thirty suspects were arrested. Most 
of these belonged to an anti-com- 
munist organization that had been 
formed a short time ago. After 
careful screening most of those 
arrested were released. 


The day after the explosion the 
Israel-Soviet Friendship League, a 
communist front organization, 
staged a protest demonstration 
down the main street of Tel Aviv. 
Only about four hundred march- 
ers turned out for the demonstra- 
tion. As the pro-communist speak- 
ers attacked the Israel government 
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for “helping to create an atmo- 
sphere favorable to bomb throw- 
ing by its anti-communist cam- 
paign,” they were heckled by 
spectators who shouted “Oren” 
(Mordecai Oren is the Mapam 
leader who had been arrested in 
Czechoslovakia a year ago and 
later “confessed” to being a spy. 
He is still in a Czech prison pre- 
sumably awaiting trial), “Where 
is Oren?” As the demonstrators 
left Mograbi Square to present a 
statement of sympathy to the 
Soviet ambassador, they were 
stoned and in the ensuing fights 
fifteen people were injured. 


In Moscow the Israeli ambas- 
sador, Shmuel Eliashiv, was sum- 
moned to the Soviet Foreign Office 
on fifteen minutes’ notice. Vy- 
shinsky informed him of the dip- 
lomatic break and “hard words” 
were exchanged. At first the 
Russians wanted the Israel embassy 
personnel to leave the country 
within twenty-four hours. After 
some negotiations with the Soviet 
Protocol Office the departure was 
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postponed. When they finally 
left by train for Finland on the 
way home, no one from the Soviet 
Protocol Office came to bade them 
farewell, as is the diplomatic 
custom. 


Winning the Arabs 


Soviet efforts to make political 
hay among the Arabs out of the 
break with Israel have not been 
late in coming. The influential 
and reliable English paper The 
Manchester Guardian reported on 
March 3, that the notorious ex- 
Mufti of Jerusalem, has been in- 
vited to visit the Soviet Union. 
The invitation, ostensibly from 
Moslem citizens of the Soviet 
Union, was passed on to the Mufti 
by the Russian ambassador in 
Egypt. The Manchester Guardian 
likewise reported that ten Soviet 
Moslem students came to Cairo to 
study in the Ai Azhar university. 
This institution is not a univer- 
sity in the accepted sense of the 
term, but is rather an institute of 
Mohamedan Theology. For many 
years it has been known as a hot- 
bed of fanatical Arab nationalism. 


In Washington the Soviet break 
with Israel has so far failed to 
evoke any response. The Senate 
did adopt a resolution condemning 
Soviet persecution of “Jews, 
Christians and Moslems.” On the 
diplomatic level the State Depart- 
ment remained silent. 


Two developments aroused con- 
cern among friends of Israel. One 
was a report that Loy Henderson, 
an ardent anti-Zionist, until now 
U.S. ambassador to Iran, would be 
appointed ambassador to Egypt. 
The other was the interview given 
by President Eisenhower to Prince 
Faisal Al Saud, Foreign Minister 
of Saudi Arabaia. In the state- 
ment issued after the interview it 
was declared that it was the Presi- 
dent’s “firm purpose to seek to 
restore the spirit of confidence and 
trust which had previously char- 
acterized these relations” (with 
the Arab countries). 


Arab spokesmen at once inter- 
preted this statement to indicate 
that the Eisenhower administration 
would reverse the sympathetic 
policy of President Truman to- 
ward Israel. 
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One Step Forward — 
Two Steps Backward 


West Germany has finally taken 
a step in the general direction of 
implementing its agreement .to pay 
reparations to Israel. This agree- 
ment was brought up before the 
Bundesrat and was passed unani- 
mously. (The Bundesrat is the up- 
per house of the West German 
parliament. The Bundestag, the 
lower house, still has to vote on 
it.) 

But there was a catch to the 
passage of the agreement. The 
German parliament asked that the 
reparations — to be paid in the 
form of goods, not money — 
should also be moved to Israel in 
German ships. This was a bitter 
pill for Israel to swallow. The 
animosity toward everything Ger- 
man is still strong in the country. 
It is feared that German ships 
docking in Israel ports, and Ger- 
man sailors taking shore leave in 
the country might become the tar- 
gets of physical violence from 
Jews who still bear Nazi concen- 
tration camp numbers tatooed on 
their arms. 


German Anti-Semitism 
Growing 


A study conducted by the 
Scripps-Howard correspondent, R. 
H. Shackford revealed that anti- 
Semitism is increasing in West 
Germany. Germans of all classes 
were resentful of the Reparations 
Agreement; they refused to face 
the fact that the Germans had 
exterminated six million Jews and 
even widely circulated newspapers 
claimed that ‘a fair estimate (of 
the number of Jews murdered by 
the Germans) would be one mil- 
lion;” they believed that Hitler 
had been generally “right” but 
that he had made some “‘mistakes,” 
the extermination of the Jews be- 
ing such a “mistake,” not because 
it was morally wrong but because 
it had aroused world indignation 
against Germany. Much sympathy 
for the “little Nazis” was also dis- 
closed. 


Czech Spy A Suicide in 
Tel Aviv 

A Czech believed to be head of 
a spy ring in Israel committed sui- 
cide by jumping out of a window 
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Best Wishes fora... 
JOYOUS PASSOVER 


Let choice citrus fruit grace 
your holiday table — FLont- 
GOLD Oranges and Grape- 
fruit. They’re the finest and 
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Grown in Florida’s famous 
Indian River District, FLort- 
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tree—so rich in Vitamin C 
and other essential minerals. 
Always look for the name 
FLORIGOLD stamped on the 
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as Israeli police came to arrest 
him. The spy, Joseph Kupitzki, 
came to Israel in 1948. He served 
in the Israeli army and, after be- 
ing discharged, obtained employ- 
ment as a chauffeur for the Amer- 
ican legation. A non-Jew, Kupitzki 
married an Israeli girl. They were 
planning to be divorced and it was 
she who informed the police that 
he had important secret docu- 
ments. “This will cost many Jew- 
ish lives in Czechoslovakia,” 
Kupitzki said as the police were 
about to arrest him. Among the 
papers found in his possession were 
a list of Israelis from Czechoslo- 
vakia who maintained contact 
with relatives in their native land, 
documents relating to Mordecai 
Oren, a Czech Communist Party 
membership card and other im- 
portant documents. 


Report From Baghdad 


A recent arrival from, Iraq re- 
lated the following concerning 
conditions in Baghdad since the 
mass migration of Iraqi Jews to 
Israel. 

About 5,000 Jews still remain 
in Iraq, most of them in Baghdad. 
(Formerly the Jewish community 
in the Iraqi capital numbered over 
one hundred thousand.) Most of 
the homes and other property of 
the emigrant Jews have been taken 
over by the government, or have 
been seized by Moslems without 
permission of the government 
Custodian. The old part of the 
Jewish quarter in Baghdad was 
taken over by impoverished Arabs 
who had lived nearby. Only one 
Jewish school remains in the city. 
The other Jewish school buildings 
have been transformed into Arab 
schools, or serve as homes for in- 
digent Arabs. The single excep- 
tion is a school which now houses 
Jewish refugees who have fled from 
smaller Iraqi towns to the capital 
in fear of their lives. 


The synagogues in the center of 
Baghdad are closed down.’ Some 
of the older ones have been sold 
by the remaining Jewish commun- 
ity and the buyers are taking them 
apart for the salvage. Most of the 
others have been looted and their 
doors, windows and other remov- 
able parts are gone. One synagogue 
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was sold to Arabs who transformed 
it into a market. 


One Jewish hospital still re- 
mains open. The eye hospital was 
taken over by the government and 
transformed into a maternity hos- 
pital. The clinic established by 
the late Ezra Menachem is closed. 


The furnishings of the syna- 
gogues have been sold. About one 
hundred scrolls of the Torah have 
remained, but the Iraqi Custodian 
over Jewish property does not al- 
low their being sent abroad unless 
the price of the silver adornments 
of the Torah is first paid to the 
government. 


Social activities have come to a 
halt. The remaining Jewish fam- 
ilies visit each other, but do not 
engage in any public gatherings. 
The atmosphere is quiet but tense, 
and there is a feeling of insecurity 
about the future of the small 
number of Jews still remaining in 
the country. 


Unemployment In Israel 


A disturbing rise in the number 
of unemployed has lately occurred 
in Israel. This is due, in part, to 
the shortage of foreign currency 
and the consequent inability to 
import sufficient quantities of raw 
materials to keep the industrial 


ation. 


The government and the His- 
tadrut are taking drastic measures 
to cope with the situation. A 
number of large-scale building 
projects are being accelerated to 
absorb the unemployed. These 
include the construction of new 
buildings for the Hebrew Univer- 
sity in Jerusalem (the University 
buildings on Mt. Scopus are cut off 
from the city by a narrow band 
of Arab territory and are not in 
use), the construction of a new 
railway depot in the north of Tel 
Aviv and the extension of the 
railway line to the south of the 
city, the hastened construction of 
the pavillions for the international 
exhibit “Conquest of the Desert” 
that is scheduled to be held in 


Jerusalem next summer. 


A significant part in the battle 
against unemployment is the “Re- 
turn to the Land” movement. 
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PASSOVER 
GREETINGS AND 
BEST WISHES 
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A HAPPY PASSOVER 
1953 
May this Festival of Freedom be 


a joyous season for our many 
friends and patrons and for 
Jewish people everywhere. 
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package. 
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Urban families are urged to settle 
on the land and hundreds of 
families have already responded to 
the call. Other works of a public 
nature such as afforestration and 
road construction are also being 
accelerated. 


Ben Gurion’s Statement 


The following are excerpts from 
the statement made by Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion, in the 
Knesset on Monday, February 16, 
1953, in reply to the Soviet note 
breaking off diplomatic relations. 

Every citizen in Israel has the 
right to defend any social or po- 
litical ideology he approves, and to 
oppose any social or political 
ideology of which he disapproves. 

There is no foundation to the 
contention, expressed in the note, 
that conditions for the normal 
diplomatic functioning of the 
Soviet Legation do not exist in 
Israel. This Legation has been as- 
sured in our country a degree of 
freedom of action which our Lega- 
tion in Moscow has never dreamt 
of demanding for itself. 

We are not aware that in any 
country the Soviet Union has 
made it a condition of the main- 
tenance of diplomatic relations 
that the Communist Parties of 
those countries should be given a 
monopoly of political and social 
propaganda and comment on in- 
ternational relations. As in all 
countries where freedom of 
thought and expression exist, it is 
permissible in Israel to criticize 
Communist ideology and the de- 
fects of totalitarian regimes. More- 
over, the State of Israel reserves 
the right to defend in theory and 
in practice its democratic regime, 
its Zionist mission and the free- 
dom of thought and expression of 
its citizens. . . 

To our regret we cannot help 
seeing in the note which has been 
delievered to our Minister in 
Moscow one more step in the cam- 
paign of defamatory propaganda 
against the State of Israel, against 
the Zionist Movement and World 
Jewry which has been proceeding 
for a long time in the Soviet 
Press. . . 

I will not have performed my 
moral duty, unless I add to what 
I have said as Prime Minister in 
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As we join in celebrating Israel's 
great and joyous Feast of Freedom, 
we lock forward with heightened 
resolve to continuing our part in 
preserving her economy, and making 
her independence secure. 
General Agents 
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the name of the Government a few 
words in a more modest and more 
ancient, more important and, in 
my view, more exalted capacity: 
as a son of the Jewish people. 

And let not the voice of human 
conscience be silent. The evil that 
will befall millions of Jews will 
spread like a pestilence to the 
masses in other countries. 
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THE TWO BIG MONTHS FOR ISRAEL BONDS 


The National Labor Zionist Committee for Israel Bonds will concentrate 
in March and April on sale of: 









_ LARGEST NUMBER OF NEW BONDS 
MAXIMUM PAYMENTS FOR ISRAEL BONDS 
CASH COLLECTIONS OF OUTSTANDING COMMITMENTS 

















Our goal is to close the first two years of the Israel Bond Drive 
(April 30, 1953) with total Bond sales of $15,000,000 and 65,000 
members and friends as Bond buyers. 






We need more Bond volunteers in each unit of 









Poale Zion, Farband and Pioneer Women to do an outstanding job 









BUY A BOND, if you have not bought any until now. 






BUY MORE BONDS, if you have not bought enough. 
BUY IN MARCH AND APRIL and help us celebrate the results 


of our two years Bond activities. 


ISRAEL’S ECONOMY IS IN NEED OF BOND DOLLARS 
ISRAEL'S ECONOMY MUST BECOME SELF-SUSTAINING 
BOND DOLLARS INCREASE ISRAEL’S INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY 
BOND DOLLARS INCREASE ISRAEL’S INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
BOND DOLLARS WILL WIN ISRAEL’S ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE 


RENEW YOUR BOND ACTIVITIES NOW! 


















For information write to: 
NATIONAL LABOR ZIONIST COMMITTEE FOR ISRAEL BONDS 
45 EAST 17th STREET 
New York 3, N. Y. 








Phone: GR 4-4864 
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